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1. The very beginning 

The name Budapest, as we know 

it, is not very old — in fact it is not 

much more than a hundred years old. 

It was only at Christmas 1872 that 
Buda and Obuda, the two towns 

spread over the hills on the right bank 

of the Danube, were officially united 

with Pest, a town spread over the 

plain of the left bank. 

Obuda was an important castra of 
the Roman legions as well as a junc- 
tion point and cultural center. On 
various occasions and _ particularly 

more recently, many of its ruins and 
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remnants have been explored and 
turned into interesting sightseeing 

spots. The remnants of an important 

crossing point from the 3rd century 
next to the Erzsébet bridge are worth 
visiting. 

On the Pest side the crypt of the 

Rokus Chapel was built in the 10th 

century. 

The original royal palace on the 
Castle Hill was built in the gothic 
style. The royal court became an im- 

portant cultural centre in the 15th 
century, and King Matthias Corvinus 

  
The 15th century renaissance king Matthias 
Corvinus surrounded by scholars of his time in 

his court. A Karoly Lotz fresco in the Assem- 
bly Hall in the Palace of the Academy.



  

    
Regiomontanus (Johannes Miiller), astronomer 
(1436-1476). 

     

was a true renaissance monarch. He 
invited to his court, among others, 

Regiomontanus, 1.e., Johannes Miller 

von K6nigsberg (1436-1476) who, 
after finishing studies at Leipzig and 

Vienna, stayed in Italy and while 
there, translated the Almagest, a 

manual of astronomy by Ptolemy, 

from the Greek. The translation was 

then used by Copernicus and by 
Galilei. In Hungary Regiomontanus 
pursued astronomical observations 

and made some instruments. The king 
had copies made of his books and 

obtained from him tabulated observa- 
tions which could be, and were in 

fact, used for making horoscopes.



Johannes KEPLER (1571-1630) in- 
cluded in the design of the cover plate 
of the astronomical tables made for 
the emperor Rudolph the portrait of 
Regiomontanus who had merited the 

honour of being included in the com- 

pany of Ptolemy, Copernicus and 

Tycho de Brahe. As a Lutheran, Kep- 
ler had to leave Graz within 24 hours 
in 1598, and fled to Hungary where 

he spent some time. 

Of the many disasters in the his- 

tory of Hungary the sixteenth and 
seventeenth century stand out as par- 
ticularly difficult times. Buda had 
been taken by the Turks in 1541 and 

  
Kepler’s draft for the frontispiece of his book. 
The second from left is Regiomontanus. 

  

  
Cardinal Peter Pazmany (1570-1637). He 
founded the University in 1635. 

it was not before 1686 that they could 

be expelled. In the east Transylvania 

— an independent principality — had 
to struggle hard for her survival. In 

the west the Hungarian Royal Crown 

was worn by the emperors of the 

Habsburg House. For two centuries 

the kings were crowned in Pozsony 
(now Bratislava in Czechoslovakia) 
which — only thirty miles from Vienna 

— was Hungary’s capital at the time. 

At that time, as in other difficult 
periods in Hungary’s history, the 

monastery schools and the protestant 

colleges attempted to keep in contact 

with the West. As Professor of. the 

Graz University (1598-1600) Cardi- 

nal Péter PAZMANY still lectured on 
Aristotle’s physics.



  
Istvan (Stephen) Hathvani (1718-1786) taught 
Physics, Chemistry, Medical Sciences. 

Istvan (Stephen) HATHVANI 

(1718-1786) a Professor of the De- 

brecen College and scientist of high 

renown, went on foot (together with 

his friends) to Basle. There he became 

a pupil of Johann and Daniel 
Bernoulli. In Leyden he had the op- 
portunity to observe the electrical ex- 

periments of Musschenbroek. He had 

been offered several University Chairs 

in Western Europe but he returned 

home to the Debrecen College where 

he taught mathematics and subjects 

of natural science. He also practised 

as a physician and successfully cured 

and healed patients who came from 

far-off regions. 

Janos Andras (John Andrew) 
SEGNER (1704-1777) was born in 

Pozsony but obtained his medical de- 

gree at the Jena University in 1729. 

After spending two years in Hungary 

he returned to Jena where he studied 
and taught mathematics. In 1735 he 
was already professor of mathe- 

matics, physics and chemistry at the 

Gottingen University which was 

founded at the time. He remained 

there for twenty years before moving 

on to Halle as a professor of physics, 

mathematics and astronomy. 

His most significant achievements 

in physics were attained in the dy- 
namics of fluids and of rigid bodies. 

  
Janos Andras Segner (1707-1777) taught 

Physics, Mathematics and Astronomy in 
Gottingen and Halle.


