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CHART I

EpucaTioNAL LEVEL oF WHITE SoLpIERS IN WORLD WaRs I anp II
(Percentage Distribution)
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many individual exceptions, educational level constitutes a useful
sociological index. A group with a large proportion of college men
and high school graduates will have more ability on the average,
will have had more abundant economic opportunity, and will be

Drafted
enlisted men
in
World War I

COLLEGE

SOME HIGH SCHOOL

GRADE SCHOOL

HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATE st

Old requlars
in
World War IT*

4

Selectees in
World War IT**

** gelectees in the Army as of December 31,1941

* Men in the Army as of December 31,1941 who enlisted prior to July I, 1940

Data for World War I from Memoirs of the National Academy of Science, xv (1921),

Part 11, Chap. 10.

Data for World War II computed from special tabulation made for the Research

Branch by Machine Records Division, AGO.
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62 THE OLD ARMY AND THE NEW

CHART I1I
RANK AND EDUCATION OF REGULARS AND SELECTEES IN AN INFANTRY DIvisioN

(Enlisted Men in the Division at Least Three Months on December 8, 1941.
Planning Survey I)

PERCENTAGE DISTRIBUTION
Selecfees Regquiars

53

CROSS SECTION

SERGEANTS

CORPORALS

PRIVATES

[

|

Grade Some high High school College )
school school graduate \
l

REGULARS ”\\\\ :

SELEGCTEES N

SERGEANTS m S
CORPORALS m

NN\

PRIVATES

For number of cases, see footnote 4.
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64 THE OLD ARMY AND THE NEW

the Army in adapting its traditional institutional forms to the needs
of modern war.

Responses of regulars are here taken as characteristic of enlisted
men’s attitudes in the old Army, responses of selectees as indicative
of the way the Army looked to a new and different type of citizen
soldier. Chart III symbolizes rather vividly the difference in point
of view of these two types of men. In spite of the fact that the se-
lectees in this sample were by no means new recruits, most of them
having been in service over nine months, their basic orientation was
still civilian rather than military. They looked over their shoulders

CHART III

REGULARS AND SELECTEES COMPARED A8 TO ATTITUDES TOWARD
WEARING THE UNIFORM

(Planning Survey I, December 8, 1941)

QUESTION "Which do you prefer to wear on turlough, uniform or civilian clathes?"
PERCENTAGE RESPONDING
Prefer clvil- No prefer- Prefer
ion clothes e uniform
REGULARS 62
SELECTEES / :
7
|
SELEGTEES, By Educalion 3
% HEO b
College ///////// “-_".: " \
7 // 58
High school % 28 :
graduate ¥
Grade or some R !
high school i
For number of cases, see footnote 4.
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66 THE OLD ARMY AND THE NEW

the leadership. There were no direct questions in this early study
eliciting reactions to the abilities of a man’s commissioned officers.®
Chart IV shows the responses of privates (including privates first
class) to questions about noncoms. Whereas 48 per cent of the
regular privates thought most of their noncoms were the best who
could have been picked, this view was shared by only 33 per cent of

CHART IV
OPINIONS OF PRIVATES ABOUT NONCOMS

(Regular and Selectee Privates Who Had Been in Infantry Division at
Least Three Months as of December 8, 1941)

QUESTION “Are your noncoms the best who could have been picked?"

PERCENTAGE RESPONDING

No,almost  No,not Unde- Yes,most Yes, every
none many cided of them one
B

REGULARS 8 %% i

SELECTEES

College
High school
graduate
Vz,
r(3r<:|r1d¢a or some IE% / %
igh schoo //

For number of cases, see footnote 4.

¢ Such questions were thought to be unsafe to ask at a time when the whole idea of
attitude studies among troops was on trial. It was not until more than a year later
that direct questions about officers were permitted. Actually, there is no evidence
that the asking and answering of such questions was upsetting in any way, and from
them we get the source material for important sections of both Volumes I and II.
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THE OLD ARMY AND THE NEW 77

ally, the Army did recognize the importance of more realistic train-
ing and in the later years of the war there was a reduction of empha-
sis on close-order drill and spit and polish. About the excess of the
latter, especially, there were always complaints throughout the war.
The period which we are examining is, however, particularly inter-
esting as it enables one to see, as it can be inferred the men saw it,
the problem of adjustment of old institutional forms at a time when
the contrast between old customs and new needs was particularly
vivid. Let us quote from some of the soldiers, remembering, as al-

CHART V

OriNiONS ABOUT TRAINING AMONG REGULARS AND SELECTEES IN AN INFANTRY
DivisioN THREE MoNTHS OR MORE As oF DECEMBER 8, 1941

QUESTION "Is some of your Army drilt or instruction not needed to make
men good soldiers?”

PERCENTAGE RESPONDING

Much of it is Some of it isUnde- Mos! is All is
not needed not needed cided needed needed

REGULARS . % N 5
A

N

30

SELECTEES

SELECTEES, &y£avcation

College

High school
graduate

Grade or some
high school

20

For number of cases, see footnote 4.
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