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NOTES

1. On 2 and 15 March 1969 two military clashes occurred between Chinese and Soviet border
garrisons at and around Zhenbao Island (Damanskii Island in Russian), causing a serious
crisis between China and the Soviet Union. 

2. Among recent scholarship on this issue, the most notable include former Chinese diplomat
Xiong Xianghui’s memoir, ‘Prelude to the Sino-American Rapprochement’, Zhonggong
dangshi ziliao [CCP History Materials], 42 (1992), pp.56–96; S. Goncharov and V. Usov,
‘Introduction’ to former Soviet minister to China A. Ielizavetin, ‘Conversations between
Kosygin and Zhou Enlai at the Beijing Airport’, Problemy Dalnego Vostoka [Far Eastern
Affairs] 5 (1992), pp.39–63; Xu Yan, ‘The Sino-Soviet Border Clash of 1969’, Dangshi
yanjiu ziliao [Party History Research Materials] 5 (1994), pp.2–13; Li Danhui, ‘The Sino-
Soviet Border Clash of 1969: Origins and Consequences’, Dangdai zhongguoshi yanjiu
[Contemporary Chinese History Studies] 5 (1996), pp.39–50.

3. Despite the differences in their perspectives, both Chinese and Russian scholars, including
Xiong Xianghui, Li Danhui, and Ielizavetin, generally reach the conclusion that the incident
was intentionally triggered by Mao to woo the United States, and that the Sino-American
rapprochement was a result of Mao’s grand strategy.

4. On the Cultural Revolution, see Jin Chunming and Xi Xuan, Wenhua dageming jianshi [A
Concise History of the Cultural Revolution] (Beijing: Zhonggong Dangshi, 1996); Wang
Nianyi, Dadongluan de niandai [The Years of Great Chaos] (Zhengzhou: Henan renmin,

�>B�	��
�	
?�B��*
9"B9�/A�	>�
C�'()( E(

11cwh02.qxd  25/07/2000  10:51  Page 49



1991); Barbara Barnouin and Yu Changgen, Ten Years of Turbulence: The Chinese Cultural
Revolution (London and New York: Graduate Institute of International Studies, Kegan Paul
International, 1993).

5. Jin and Xi, Wenhua dageming jianshi, p.209.
6. See, for example, Chen Jian and Yang Kuisong, ‘Chinese Politics and the Collapse of the

Sino-Soviet Alliance’, in Odd Arne Westad (ed.), Brothers in Arms: The Rise and Fall of the
Sino-Soviet Alliance, 1945–1963 (Washington, DC and Stanford, CA: Woodrow Wilson
Center Press and Stanford University Press, 1998), pp.272–7.

7. From 1960, when the relationship between China and the Soviet Union began to deteriorate,
to October 1964, more than 1,000 incidents occurred along the Sino-Soviet border. From
October 1964 to March 1969, the number of incidents increased by 150%, amounting to
4,189. See ‘Statement by the Government of the People’s Republic of China on the Sino-
Soviet Border Issue’, Renmin ribao [The People’s Daily], 25 May 1969.

8. Minute, ‘Mao Zedong’s Conversations with Sasaki, Kuroda, and other Middle-Leftist
members of the Japanese Socialist Party’, 10 July 1964. The original of this document is kept
at the Chinese Central Archives in Beijing, hereafter cited as CCA.

9. Minutes, ‘Mao Zedong’s Conversations with the Director of French Technology Exhibition
in Beijing and the French Ambassador to China’, 10 Sept. 1964, CCA.

10. Minutes, ‘Mao Zedong’s Conversations with Choi Yong Kun’, 7 Oct. 1964, CCA (Choi Yong
Kun was North Korea’s number two leader at that time); minutes, ‘Mao Zedong’s
Conversations with Beqir Balluku’, 9 Oct. 1964, CCA (Balluku was then Albania’s Defence
Minister). But then, with the escalation of the Vietnam War, Mao’s central attention moved
away from the increasing Soviet military presence on the Sino-Soviet border, and he began
paying more attention to the threat from the United States and the combined threat from the
United States and the Soviet Union. He said: ‘We are now preparing for dealing with an
American invasion. We are preparing [for the eventuality] that they may invade our east
coast, landing on such places as Shanghai, Guangzhou, Qingdao, and Tianjin.’ see minutes,
‘Mao Zedong’s Conversations with the Delegation of the Indonesian Communist Party’, 4
July 1966, CCA.

11. For discussions on the ‘Third Front’, see Barry Naughton, ‘The Third Front: Defense
Industrialization in the Chinese Interior’, The China Quarterly 115 (Sept. 1988), pp.351–86.

12. Ielizavetin, ‘Conversations between Kosygin and Zhou Enlai at the Beijing Airport’,
pp.41–2.

13. Xu, ‘The Sino-Soviet Border Clash of 1969’, pp.4–5.
14. Ibid., pp.5–6.
15. The People’s Liberation Army Chief of Staff (comp.), Zhenbaodao ziwei fanjii zuozhan

jieshao cailiao [Introduction Materials about the Combat for Self-Defense and Repulsing the
Enemy at the Zhenbao Island], distributed to CCP top-level cadre in 1969.

16. Ibid. (emphasis not original).
17. Ibid.
18. Xu, ‘The Sino-Soviet Border Clash of 1969’, p.5.
19. Ibid., pp.5–6; Li, ‘The Sino-Soviet Border Clash of 1969: Origins and Consequences’,

pp.46–7.
20. PLA Chief of Staff (comp.), Zhenbaodao ziwei fanjii zuozhan jieshao cailiao; Yan, ‘The

Sino-Soviet Border Clash of 1969’, p.6.
21. Interview records with Chen Xilian, July 1995.
22. Ibid.
23. Ibid.; see also minute, ‘Mao Zedong’s Talks at a Meeting of the Cultural Revolution Group’,

15 March 1969, CCA.
24. Wang Yongqin, ‘A Chronicle of Events in Sino-American–Soviet Relations’, Dangdai

zhongguo shi yanjiu 4 (1997), p.119.
25. Minutes, ‘Mao Zedong’s Speech at the First Plenary Session of the CCP’s Ninth Central

Committee’, 28 April 1969, Cold War International History Project [CWIHP] Bulletin 11,
pp.163–5.

26. Interview records with Chen Xilian, July 1995.
27. Christian F. Ostermann, ‘East German Documents on the Border Conflict, 1969’, CWIHP

Bulletin 6–7 (Winter 1995–96), pp.186–91.
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28. Ielizavetin, ‘Conversations between Kosygin and Zhou Enlai at the Beijing Airport’, p.62,
n.12.

29. Arkady Shevchenko, Yu Mosike Juelie [Breaking with Moscow] (Beijing: Shijie zhishi,
1986), pp.194–5; Ostermann, ‘East German Documents on the Border Conflict, 1969’,
p.187.

30. Interview records with Chen Xilian, July 1995; Ielizevetin, ‘Conversations between Kosygin
and Zhou Enlai at the Beijing Airport’, p.49.

31. Li Ping et al., Zhou Enlai nianpu, 1949–1976 [A Chronicle of Zhou Enlai, 1949–1976]
(Beijing: Zhongyang wenxian, 1997), Vol.2, p.286.

32. See Provda, 29 March 1969.
33. Renmin ribao, 25 May 1969.
34. Shevchenko, Yu Mosike Juelie, pp.194–5.
35. Ielizavetin, ‘Conversations between Kosygin and Zhou Enlai at the Beijing Airport’, p.51.
36. Komsomolskaia Pravda, 15 Feb. 1992.
37. On 11 Sept. 1969 Zhou told Kosygin: ‘At that time the relations between our two countries

were most tense. Therefore, we could not receive you.’ See Ielizavetin, ‘Conversations
between Kosygin and Zhou Enlai at the Beijing Airport’, p.52.

38. Xu, ‘The Sino-Soviet Border Clash of 1969’, p.10.
39. Henry Kissinger, White House Years (Boston: Little, Brown, 1979), p.183.
40. Pravda, 28 Aug. 1969.
41. Zheng Qian, ‘The War Preparations in the Whole Country around the CCP’s Ninth

Congress’, Zhonggong dangshi ziliao 41 (1992), p.211.
42. Renmin ribao, 2 June 1969.
43. Materials now available indicate that on 19 February 1969 Mao asked the four marshals to

study international questions for the first time. After the Zhenbao Island incident, Mao
mentioned this matter again, asking Chen Yi and others: ‘How is your study coming along?’ 

44. During the CCP’s Ninth Congress, Mao, while addressing a brief meeting of the Cultural
Revolution Group, mentioned that he hoped the marshals would provide their advice on
issues related to the international situation and national defence. However, when
commenting on the marshals’ activities at the First Plenary Session of the CCP’s Ninth
Central Committee on 28 April, Mao did not touch upon their study of the international
situation. Instead, he asked them to go down to the factories to see whether or not political
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