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Though Japan has produced some 'of
mankind’s most refined works of poetry’
and prose, until recent years the insularity
of Japanese language and culture has

. limited both translation and appreciation of
. this country’s literature. Throughout the

world the number of students of this field
is rapidly growing, and the day may come
when names such as Fujiwara no Teika,
Dogen, and Ihara Saikaku will be as familiar
as Chaucer, St. Thomas Aquinas, and
Cervantes.

This dictionary presents background
material in convenient form on the major
figures in Japanese literature. The 3820
entries span the history of Japan—from

| Emperor Jimmu, the legendary founder of

the imperial line, to the late Yasunari
Kawabata, 1968 Nobel laureate. Each
entry includes a biography of the literary
figure, a description of the literary and
| historical setting, and a summary of the
| writer’s work. Numerous translations of
| poetry have also been included.

Research and compilation work was done

e . mm——r=sby a team of Japanese experts under the
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Hisamatsu

direction of Sen’ichi Hisamatsu, one of
Japan’s leading scholars of literature. This
ambitious project was initiated in 1970 by
the International Society for Educational
Information, an organization that promotes
i standards of accuracy in foreign language
publications about Japan. The glossary of
selected terms, diagrams of important
. schools, comprehensive bibliography and

Wex make this a unique, invaluable work

1
}

'for all students and lovers of the world of
letters.
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\‘,MPILER AND EpiTor

Faculty of Japanese Language 4and Liter-
ature of Tokyo Imperial University in

1919. After receiving his Ph. D. in literature '}
in 1984, he studied in the U.S.A., Britain, "l

and Germany for one year. From 1936 to

1955 he was professor of Japanese Language .

and Literature at Tokyo University. Pub-
lishing extensively in Japanese and Western
languages, Dr. Hisamatsu was known inter-
nationally as one of Japan’s foremost

scholars in his field. In 1947 he was elected

to the Japan Academy; in 1964 he became

Chairman of the Library of Modern Japa- ’1,

nese Literature; in 1966 he was elected a
member of the Council on Japanese Lan-

guage and received the Award of Cultural

Merit. He was Professor Emeritus at

Yichi Hisamatsu was born in Fujie City,
Aichi Prefecture, in 1894 and graduated
from the Literature Department of the !

A SHORT SAMPLE ENTRY

JunToRU-IN (1197-1242)

- Eighty-fourth sovereign of Japan and poet of the Kamakura period; son of

Emperor Gotoba. Coming to the throne in 1210, he reached maturity at a
time when the circle of poets that had formed around Retired Emperor
Gotoba was at the height of its activity, and started composing verse at the
age of fourteen. He selected a collection of his own verse entitled Juntoku-in
gyoshii and asked Retired Emperor Gotoba and Fujiwara no Teika to pass
judgment on it. He also planned a massive compilation of the best of poetic
criticism since ancient times, which resulted in the six-chapter Yakumo misha,
and was responsible for another work, Kimpi mishs, which dealt with
practices and systems at the court since ancient times. In 1221 he relinquished
the throne in favor of Emperor Chiikys and together with Retired Emperor
Gotoba plotted the overthrow of the Hojo government in Kamakura. When
their armed rising (known as the Shokyi disturbance) failed, he was exiled
to the island of Sado. Even on that distant island, he continued to write verse
enthusiastically until his death and produced a collection entitled Juntoku-in
on-hyakushu, which includes appraisals by Gotoba and Teika. One of his best-
known verses is:

HISAMATSU

Tokyo University and a member of the |
faculties of Keio, Japan Woman’s, Rikkys,
and Kokugakuin universities until his death
in March, 1976, when this book was in
the final stages of production.

In the palace

ferns reach out

for the old eaves,

but the past, though we reach for it,
is too far away.

~ i e~ oo,
S I =

(The poem plays on the noun shinobu, a kind of low spreading fern, and the
verb shinobu, ‘‘to long for.”")
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Th jacket incorporates the character ‘“Man,” by
(1718 — 1804), a Buddhist priest noted for
hl‘s ealligraphy.
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