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at the court had been restricted almost exclusively to the appreciation
of the seasons or the remembrances of unhappy love affairs. The waka

could evoke such emotions poignantly; the subject and the form of the

unusually prolific:he lost twenty thousand poems when his hermitage
was destroyed by fire in 1432, but managed to write another eleven

thousand waka that are preserved in his So’kom/n?(Grass Roots Collec—

Poett Y wet e Petteetly matehed- BUt When the Poets 0f the SOUthem tion), probably the largest collection of waka by any recognized poet.
Court were faced with the necessity of expressing unfamiliar and pow— Shorersu earne originally from a military family in the province of

ethfl themes: they became tongue‘tled- Bitchfi, but was taken while still a boy to Kyoto. In Sho'tetsu Monogatari
Munenaga’scase is striking because he was a talented poet, though (Tales of Shorersu, e, 1450),105a work that mixes autobiography and

critics have also singled out for praise Munenaga’sdisciple, the Buddhist criticism, he related that he showed aptitude for composing poetry even

monk Kenn (also known by his lay name, Kazah’ih Nagachika, (1347— as a small child, and that his first poem was written on a leaf offered

1429-102Kenn, met e fortunate than Munehaga, hVed to see the 1' euni- to the gods as part of the celebration of the Tanabata Festival.106 When

heathh 0f the country in 1392 and mOVed haek t0 the capital, Where he was fourteen another priest, discovering that Shétetsu enjoyed writing
he frequented poetry gatherings attended by the shoguns. His poetry, poetry, suggested that they visit an elderly magistrate (bugyo') called

in the Nile tradition, is Pleasant hUt unmemorahlfl Iibu,‘°7 or Civil Administrator, who lived nearby in Kyoto and was

known as a lover of poetry. After some hesitation (he was embarrassed

51713671?“ Beneath the new green to be seen because his forelock had been shaved),108 Shotetsu allowed

54km“8“ Shim "0 in the Shade Of a Cherry tree, himself to be taken to the magistrate’shouse. Here is his account of

yfisuzumz' I take the evening cool— what happened;
ham wa ukarishz' waiting for the breezes

[(436"0 mdmmm that upset me laSt Spring-“’3 The Lay Priest and Civil Administrator,109 at the time a venerable,
white-haired gentleman more than eighty years old, came out to

The poem probably means exactly what it says. One might have wished meet us, He told me, “These days one never hears of children

for an allegorical meahlhga hUt aPPatehtlY thet e is none. composing poetry, but when I was young it used to be quite common.

Of the other Shin’yés/n?poets the most impressive are three emperors How charming of you! I have a poetry gathering every month on

who lived in Yoshino—-—(}odaigo,Gomurakami, and ChOkei. The col, the rwenry_fifrh,Please do attend, Here are the subjects for this

lection as a whole is a disappointment for most modern readers, but in month,” so saying, he himself wrote down the topics for me. There

times of war and crisis Japanese have found inspiration in poemsm—and were three, each written with four Chinese characters: idle moon110

especially in the prefaces—thatevoke the heroism of the Southern Court late at night, distant geese over twilight mountains, and a love affair

and its defenders-“M not followed by a next—morningletter. This happened at the begin—

ning of the eighth month.

On the twenty—fifthI went to attend the meeting. Inside, Reizei

SHeTETSU (1381—1459) no Tamemasa [the great—great—grandsonof Teika and the head of

the Reizei school] and Reizei no Tamekuni‘“ sat in one place of

The priest Shétetsu was the last important waka poet of the Muromachi honor, and the former governor of Kyfishfi in the other. Behind

period. It might even be argued that he was the last major poet before them were their close retainers and my host’s family, over twenty
the twentieth century who chose to express himself in the waka. In

persons in all, seated impressively in order of rank. I had arrived

Shetetsuis time the waka had been displaced by rcnga 35 the PoetiC I late, so I was shown to the central place of honor.“2 Embarrassing
medium of the most important poets, and during the Tokugawa period though it was, that is where I took my place. The governor was at

the haiku would be the dominant poetic form mainly because of Bashé, the time a lay priest, over eighty years of age, and he sat there

the greatest poet of the era. Shétetsu belonged to the tradition of the wearing a robe without the usual black hems and a sash with a long
court poets of the past, and he wrote his poems on the customary themes, tassel,
but exceptional skill enabled him to create individual poetry. He was My poem on the topic “idle moon late at night” was:


