“Astonishing stories about military working dogs...rare, compelling photographs...”

—CLEVELAND PLAIN DEALER
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WAR DOGS

The war dog memorial at the Hartsdale Canine Cemetery, Hartsdale, New
York, was dedicated to commemorate all the dogs that served during World
War 1. (Michael Lemish)

was here, often under the cloak of darkness, that many dogs
worked and achieved their great success.

The Red Cross dogs—or sanitary dogs (Sanitdtshunde), as
the Germans called them—provided wounded men with two
essential services. These dogs sought out only wounded men
and were trained to ignore the dead soldiers. Medical supplies
and small canteens of water and spirits were typically attached
across the dog’s chest or in a saddlebag arrangement. The
wounded man, if conscious, could then avail himself of the sup-
plies at hand. All too often the men simply held on to the dog
for a short time, a last moment of companionship before dying.

If the soldier could not move or was unconscious, the dog
would then return, inform the handlers that a wounded person
had been found, and lead rescuers to the location. These
mercy dogs were taught not to bark under any circumstances
for fear of attracting enemy fire. At the beginning of the war,
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WAR DOGS

A typical British Red Cross collie displays its insignia. Often working at
night, Red Cross dogs located thousands of wounded soldiers during the
war. (Library of Congress)

silhouettes searched no-man’s-land quietly and efficiently in
the dark for the wounded, with perhaps the flash of an artillery
explosion illuminating the landscape. Every country had its
own Red Cross organization, and dogs from opposing sides set
incredible records. After a single battle, a French dog named
Prusco located more than a hundred wounded men. The dog,
wolflike in appearence and nearly all white, dragged uncon-
scious and wounded soldiers into protective craters and
trenches before alerting his masters.” Several dispatches from
different regiments mentioned the heroic efforts of Prusco.
Hundreds of other canines performed similar services.

The French began using military dogs in 1906, but
stopped abruptly in 1914, after the Battle of the Marne. This
decision was made by Marshal Joseph Joffre, a lazy and bull-
headed commander, and without logical reason. The battle
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