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IN THE (W OF THE WORLDS'  [eialicierdr ;., Ve o ,‘,
END, WHICH MAYORMAY NOT ;__gze_ ;

S | EXIST, DON'TASKME, THERE
S8 1 ARE MORE ROOMS THAN I'VE
" | EVERSEEN IN A BAR ANYWHERE.

x.f'_"\'"

e \ =

NOT THAT T HANG OUT |
l IN BARS IN THE REAL WoRLD! | :

’ ]

%’E ::,,i,mm

PR ( 'IT'S NOT A BAR, " THE INNKEEPER
] TOLO ME, AS SHE sHOWED ME
ups'mlze "(T'S AN IMV ")

T'0 BEEN me@ O STORIESALL
A NIGHT, WHICH ALSO SEEMED TO HAVE
GONE ON MUCH LONGER THAN IT
& CHOULD HAVE, WHILE THE STORM
| HOWLED AND SCREAMED AND RUM-
@ BLED OUTSIDE, AND SUDDENLY
i 1 c:ouwu'-r TAKE ITANYMORE.

I CON'T KNOW HOW Bl@ THIS PLACE

1S. IF I PION'T KNOWANY BETTER,

I'P THINK IT HAD GROWN SINCE T
FIRST ARRIVED.,

LY

GAIPT COULD REST.

WHEN I WOKE UP THERE &

WAS A CHEESE SANDWICH

WAITING FOR ME ON A TRAY

BY THE POOR . THE BREAD

WAS NEW-BAKED, AND THE g

CUP OF COFFEE BESIDE RNolY
IT WAS PIPING HOT. N

: THEINNKEEPERSHOWEDME‘ID
A ROOM UPSTAIRS, WHERE SHE /

I LAYON THE %C’ANP LIQI'ENED TO
THE BOOM AND CRASH OF THE

N THUNDER AND THE HOWL OF THE

p—= -1
T
[~

- :ﬁﬂ‘- .
D

. THE CORRIDOR WAS LIT
11 BY CANDLES, BUT WHERE
1T REMEMBEREL THE ==
Il STRAIRCASE BEING WAS
&l NOWA SMALL ALCOVE,

LIKE A LIBRARY.




A FLICKER OF LIGHTNING, ANP FOR A

MOMENT I THOUGHT I SAW PEOPLE

TALKING, MOVING DOWN THE CORRIPOR; =

BUT THE DARKNESS CAME AGAIN ANDP
THEY WERE GONE.

D A7 intamNg|
ﬁ.@m\:\\aﬁj

4 THOUGHT IWAS peiieen
B \\ALONE UP HERE e

N f=a =

AMHERE, TAPOLOGIZE §
FORHAVING STARTLED

My’ o OKAY, (TS
I oNLy coFFeE. ITILL

YOU CION’/T GET
CAUGHT IN A STORM 2
HOW'DYOU GET
_ HEREZ

\ WHO WAS PRESIDENT WHEN AH, YOU COME FROM
YOU LEFTZ = . | ONE OF THOSE AMERICAS.

Il-

MAYBE... WELL. CLINTON. h '?
AMERICAZ THE BILL CLINTON. e * IFYOU AREN'T HIDING OUT
A UNITED 5TATES B A FROM THE STORM, WHAT
ommemc,q? , __ » _ ARE YOU DOING?2
— | = 4 A i C * -

ety ~=gate.
IDIDNT LEAVE.OR N\ E

=7 GEE.THANKS. 50

MANY. MANY- N
Y MANY-MANY. BUT .
MEAN, HOWMANY PERHAPS LESS THA
{ THERE USEL 10 BE.
AMERICAS AREQ 1 AM HONORED , |
h 2D TO MAKE YOUR AH. AND BEFORE
4 IAN S A ACRUAINTANCE. BUSH. ./ BUSH, REAGAN, AND

W




W " LeTME TELL YOU L\ .
M OF THEONE T Follow. [l  HIS MOTHER UNDERSTOOD THAT ~ fir—~
- NAMES HAVE POWER. NAMESDO | PERHAPS SHE SAWA LITTLE OF THE
- NOT DEFINEUS, BUT THEY INFLUENCE Bl FUTURE THAT DAY, PERHAPS SHE WAS

The Golden Boy
Neil Gaiman, writer
Michael Allred, artist pgs. 3-24
Bryan Talbot, penciller pgs. 1,2 & 24 =
Mark Buckingham, inker pgs. 1, 2 & 24 P IT’6 CHORT FOR
Daniel Vozzo, colorist ' . _ PRESGIDENT.
Todd Klein, letterer 2 Y n—

Karen Berger, editor
Shelly Roeberg, assistant editor

t h e

SANOMAN
Featuring characters created by
Gaiman, Kieth & Dringenberg

Prez created by
Joe Simon and Jerry Grandenetti

FOR THE CHILD PREZ RICKARD, EACH § WHEN PREZ WAS SIX,
MORNING WAS A MOMENTOF PEDICA- ll I8 PRESIDENT KENNEDY TOLD
TION, OF MAGIC, WITH ALL HIS HEART | THE AMERICAN PEOPLE NOT
EACH MORNING HE WoULDRECITE || [l AND MIND AND S0UL, HE WOUL D ] TO ASK WHAT THEIR COUNTRY
THE PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE . PLEDIGE HIMSELF TO SOMETHING )| couLp DO FORTHEM, BUT
OTHER CHILOREN WOULDRISE || Bl  LARGER THAN HIMSELF. A INSTEAD TO ASK WHAT THEY
AND SPEAK, BUT HE KNEW THAT || KB of COULD DO FORTHEIR
FOR THEM THE PLECGE WAS
MERELY WORDS AND SOUNDS,
LIKE THE ALPHABET.




MY PEOPLE HAVE, OF OLC, DIVIPED THE WORLD
INTO TWO KINDS OF PEOPLE : HEDGEHOGS AND
FOXES. HEDGEHOGS KNOWONE BIG THING.
FOXES KNOWLOTS O

THE TOWN OF STEAPFAST WAS FAMED FOR ITS
CLOCKS : EVERY HOUSE, EVERY 5TORE, EVERY
STEEPLE AND PUBLIC BUILDPING BOASTED ITS
OWN CLOCK,, THATCHINED OR BOOMED ORSANG
THE HOURS AND HALF

i
|

%IE l;

i

ﬂ‘-

O | PREZ RICKARD KNEW

N

PO |
ONE OF THEM WAS AMERICA, | || ’
THE OTHER WAS TIME. iz

B[/

WHEN PREZ WAS THIRTEEN, HIS MOTHER LOST
SIGHTOF HIM IN THE CENTER OF STEADFAST. ’
" .. _
f,,l /: . 4, ;f

|

WHEN HE WAS 16 PREZ FIXED
AND ADTJUSTED, SINGLE-
HANDEDLY, EVERY CLOCK

IN STEADFAST.

7| SHE FOUNP HIM SOME HOURS LATER, IN TH
J | TOWNHALL, TALKING WITH THECITY LEAPERS P

ABOUT CIVICS, ANSWERING THEIR QUESTIONS |
WITH A PEPTH AND PERSPICACITY THAT
AMAZED HIS ELDERS,

R N

- THE PRINCE OF THAT

- WORLD WAS BOSS SMILEY.

VOTED TO LOWER THE AGE LINIT ON i
ELECTED OFFICIALS, AND VOTED THEM- |
wel GELVES INTO THE SENATE, INTO .
i | CONGRESS, AND THEN, THE FOLLOWING
50 YEAR, AND TO NO ONEZ SUIRPRISE, HEY
LOWERED THE AGE LIMIT ON THE
PRESIDENCY TO 18.



BOSS SMILEY'S FACE WAS EVERYWHERE IN THAT

WORLD, MOST PEOPLE THOUGHT HIM A DREAM,

OR A BHOST, BUT THEY CARRIED HIS LIKENESS
ON THEM FOR LUCK OR FOR HAPPINESS.
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| WHEN PREZ WAS V] fgi g@% . i
18, Boss smiLey W I
CAMETO STEADFAST. A3ty

L

t‘h—- :'I

-

YOU'RE PREZ - PREZ, BOY, T WILL SHOW YOU
IGKA RD ALL THE CITIES AND STATES
LR TR OF AMERICA.

THEY CAN ALL BE
YOURS IF YOU WALK
WITH ME, AND TALK
FORALITTLEWHILE.

-

PREZ WALKED WITH Boss i

SMILEY, THEN, TOA HIGH
PLACE.

BOSS SMILEY SHOWED HIM ALL OF
AMERICA, FROM PISNEYLAND TO
CONEY |SLAND, FROM THE CONCRETE
MOUNTAINS OF MANHATTAN TO THE
GOLF COURSES OF MIAMI.




/ 1'VE BEEN LOOKING el | =
FOR A BRIGHT LAD. AND 5, oS VERY ¥ WELL, WHAT DO
IT6 TIME . THEY SAID A - " BOCR . YOU THNET e YO

=\ WANT TO BE PRES!-

MORE THAN
ANYTHING.

VERY GOOD. THEN ) . IN RETURN, JUST REMEMBER r
I SHALL MAKE IT WHO YOU OWE ITALLTO. REMEMBER
HAPPEN. . WHOSE WORLD THIS IS, KNOW

R e WHO's BOSS. .

YOTE FOR B ;
PREZ --HE’LL ALWAYS TS A
GIVE YOU THE RIGHT ) | —— o KIND OFFER,,

TIME.“H' " _ 'F l .

YOU WILL BE PRESIDENT
OF AMERICA--THE YOUNGEST
IN HISTORY. AND IN KETURN...

Y PREZ RICKARD
OWN WAY, AND IN MYOWN fema WAL'_‘TEEQWAY
TIME. .

NO,
THANK YOU, BO5S
SMILEY.,

=
-
- -
LT
-y,

==

AND BOSS SMILEY... [k

A il




IN THE MONTHS THAT FOLLOWED, PREZ

RICKARD FELL EVER HIGHER. HE WORKED

HARP IN LOCAL POLITICS. HE MADE THE

COVER OF NEWSWEEK MAGAZINE (IT WAS

A SLOW NEWS WEEK ). JOHNNYCARSON

CRACKED A JOKE ABOUT HIMON
TONIGHT SHOW.

ON ALL WIDE-EYED AND
INNOCENT WITH ME, KID.
T'LL HAPPEN. T, UH, T
GOT THE WORD DOWN
FROM ON HIGH ALREADY.
THEY TELL YOU STUFF,
WHEN YOU'RE PRESI-
DENT.YoU/'LL LEARN.

e | -
NOW, I'M GOING TO <\ /]| / YOU KNOW WHYNOT Z
TELLYOU AFEW THINGS QR | Vs BECAUSE AS FAR AS
NOW, MAKE ITEASY FOR = | p THE MASS OF VOTING
YOU IN THE FUTURE . 2 3 MORONS |5 CONCERNED)
P, WHILE YOUW'RE INOFFICE,
OKAY: NOTHING y YOU'LL BE THE WORST
YOU PO IN THE WHITE % I ¥ 3\  SINGLE PRESIDENT
HOUSE MATTERS. \1 THEY'VE EVER HAPD,
J | UNTILYOU STOP. ‘

THEN IT'6 GOME
OTHER POOR BASTARD %
TURN.
N

I WANT TO MAKE

AND EVEN THAT POESN'TMATTER, 3£ A DIFFERENCE
BECAUSE TEN, TWENTY YEARS LATER, , X PIES S
THEY'LL LOOK BACK ON YOou, ANC “ 3
\ WONDER WHY THEY DIDN'T
APPRECIATE YOU WHEN THEY

HAL YOoU.

IN
HINDSIGHT
EVEN WARKEN
GAMALIELHARDING
LOOKS GO0V, You,
UH, FOLLOWING
ME 2

V) )~ YOU DON'TGET
¥/ / TO MAKE ADIFFERENCE.
2| YouPONTGET TO DO
e\ JACKSHIT. YOU KNOW
. WHAT YOU GETZ




YOU GETANENTRY INTHE N |/ 60 TAKE IT FOR WHAT You cAN
HISTORY BOOK, AND EVERY | | GET, KID, AND MILK IT FORALL ITS
15 MINUTES, EVERY DAY AT WORTH. IT'S YOUR MOMENT IN
DISNEYWORLD, AN ANIMATRON- THE SPOTLIGHT.
I€ PUPPET WEARING YOUR

I DON'T KNOW IF T'LL
EVER BE PRESIDENT OR

PO EVERYTHING T CAN

TO BE PRESIDENT.. .
‘v-‘""""" "'F_‘ v =
— i AN

bl

FSIRZ WHAT IF T'M PRESIDENT, T WANT TO

]/ THAT'S A SMART KID, POWER. .

/ THAT!S THE ONLY THING WORTH GOING [N
FOR. FORGET MONEY. POWER COMES I

WITH MONEY. '

FORGET CHASING SKIRTS.

YOU GOT POWER, THE SKIRTS
CHASE YOU/. EVEN THAT DUMB
L [expletive deleted]
AA JACK KENNEDY. EVEN HE
KNEW THAT.

ABOUT MAKING MAKE A DIFFERENCE. T WANT TO
THE WORLD A . TRY AND MAKE IT EASIER FOR PEOPLE
BETTER PLACEZ % 10 LIVE. TO HEAL THE DIVIDE BETWEEN

THE KIND OF PLACE T PREAMED
IT WAS, AS AKID. MAKE [T SOME -
PLACE TO INSPIRE THE RESTOF
THE WORLD--A PREAM OF
FREEDPOM,; A CELEBRATION
OF LIFE, LIBERTY ANP
THE PURSUIT OF
HAPPINEGS.

WELL, I BETTER
BE RUNNING ALONG. .
NICE MEETING YOU,

PREZ RICKARP.

NICE TO
MEET YOU JOO,
MISTER

RICH AND POOR , BETWEEN BLACK
AND WHITE, THE POSSESSORS

AND PREZ RICKARD
ROLLED OVER AND
] b1 WENTBACKTO SLEEP

S




ON ELECTION DAY THERE | | DURING A42%2 STREET | | IN CAESAR'S PALACE, LAS

WERE A NLUMBER OF SCREENING OF HOT TEENAGE| | VEGAS, EVERY SLOTMACHINE

MAGNIFICENT OMENS LOVE 5LU7T5, THE CLIMACTIC. | | N THE BULDING BESTOWED | | SIGHT, DEAF PEOPLE

REPORTED. SEX GCENE WAS INTERRUPTED | | T8 JACKPOT SIMULTANEOUSLY. | | peSAINED THEIR HEARING,
BY THE COUPLE REPLACING AND AN UNCOUNTABLE

A BABY WASBORNTO A | | THEIR CLOTHES AND PER- ., B | NUMBER OF ORGANIC OR

INADPPITION, MANY BLINDZ
PEOPLE REGAINED THEIR

COUPLE IN NEW HAVEN,CT, | | FORMING HIGHLIGHTS FROM o A8 | HYSTERICAL ILLNESSES,

WITH ABIRTHMARK INTHE | | GUYS ANG POLLS TO AN : - SOME OF A TERMINAL

SHAPE OF THE /64 ON OUTRAGEP AUPIENCE | j | NATURE, SPONTANEQUSLY

HER BACK, LACKING ONLY e - ) 4 VANISHED, NEVER TO
HAWAII AND ALASKA. TP L ' RET

2| AND PREZ RICKARD WAS |
"4 ELECTED PRESIDENTOF (&)
THE UNITED STATES OF
AMERICA.

& HE WAS THREE \
MONTHS SHYOF HIS B
TWENTIETH BIRTHPAY.

- Y~ a



THAT PREZ RICKARD WAS A GOOD PRESIPENT SURPRISED MANY.
THAT HE WAS A GREAT PRESIDENT SURPRISED ALMOST EVERYONE .
[L72N0\
st Q‘
_ £~

DA i

L ATER THAT YEAR, THE MATOR OIL
COMPANIES LOWERED THE PRICE
OF GASOLINE.

W7,

 F I ST

HE BEGAN TO RECUCE
BOTH THE FEPERAL
VEFICIT AND THE

NATIONAL PEBT.
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IN HIS FIRSTYEAR IN THE PRESIDENCY,
= —"_| HE INITIATED TALKS IN THE MIDDLE
—— & | EAST, ANDAVERTED THE LOOMING
> "ENERGY CRISIS ¥

4 HE HOSTED AN EPISODE OF SATURCAY NIGHT
§ LIVE WHICH GARNEREP THE HIGHEST RATINGS
‘fi OF ANY COMEDY SHOW TO DATE --

W, | —~— '

Vel g

IN HiS LATER YEARS, JOHN BELUSHI WAS TO h

DEGCRIBE |T AS "THE MOST INSPIRING
N YEAHZ WELL,
2L o I SUPPOSE PREZ

SHOWEL ME Yo
DIPN'T NEED TO BE ‘
P¥XKED UP TO WORK
AT YOUR PEAK.I MEAN,
HERES THIS GUY
WORKING EIGHTEEN
HOURS A DAY, FATE
OF THE FREE WORLD
DEPENLS ON HIM .
AND HES C'LE;‘?N/
Y'KNOWZ THAT

--APPEARING IN ANUMBER OF B
Y SKETCHES WITH THE "NOT REACY @
k| FOR PRIMETIME PLAYERS”. )

%' = ‘. s . m
i -

AND WE'RE
FIGURING OUT

WAYS TOGET
RIP OF THE

ONES WE'VE
ALREADY GOT,

SAFELY.
BUT, MISTER

PRESIENT. WHAT
ABOUT THE
RUSSIANS'Z

GOING TOMAKE
ANY MORE NUCLEAR
OK BIOLOGICAL
WEAPONS --GIMPLE 4

RIGHT NOW, THE US ALONE Fa
HAS ENOUGH NUCLEAR WEAPONRY a2
1O PESTROY THE WORLID A HUNDRED i >

LIGTEN, THE RUSSIANS
HAVE THEIR OWN PROBLEMS .
THEY'RE HUNGRY AND THEY'RE
SCAREL. ITHINK WESHOULD
PUT OUR OWN HOUSE IN
ORDER FIRST.

THERE WAS POUBT AS TO WHETHER
HE'D BE ABLE TO PUSH THE BILL.

THROUGH CONGRESS. BUT HE
MANAGED.

NVZ
PREZ COULD DO — X/
ANYTHING.
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DURING THE FIRGT TERN OF HIS
PRESIDENCY, PREZ PROVED HIM-
SELF AREMARKABLE LEADER, HE
WAS THE GOLPEN BOY, THE WONDER-
CHILD. HE HAD A VISION OF WHAT HE
NEEPED AMERICA TO BE, AND HE
SHOVED, GOADED, FORCED ANC
COAXED AMERICA TOWARD HIS

NO.
BUT I'VE MADE
A START.

50 YOU'RE
GOING TO RUN

CERTAINLY
I'MGOINGTO
RUN AGAIN,

YOU KNOW, IT MIGHT NOT BE

HEALTHY FOR YOU TO RUN
AGAIN .

ARE YOU
\ THREATENING
ME?Z HOW CAN YOU
. BE THREATENED
BY A MAN WHO
POESN'T EXIGTZ

AND IN THE THIRD YEAR OF HIS

h_\\‘i
A  TO HIM ONCE MORE.
)h

PRESIPENCY, BOSS SMILEY CAME

4

THERE AREN'T
ANY FILES THEY ALL 5AY
YOU DON'T EXIST. NO RECORPS
NO BIRTH PATE. NOTHING
BUT RUMORS.

YOU THINK YOU

WELL, PREZ
BOY, THATS AS
SHOULLD BE.

RE N HELLO, N
DOING MIGHTY FINE, ) SMILEY.YES.
PON'T YOU , PREZZ

/

I'VEMADEA




THAT NOVEMBER , THE PEMOCRATS MAYBE WE'VE GOT
FIELPEP AN EIGHTEEN-YEAR-OLD THE BESTSYSTEM IN '
FOOTBALL PLAYER, THE REPUBLICANS | | THE WORLD, AND MAYBE I THINK I'M
AN AGEING MOVIE ACTOR, WE HAVEN'T, BUT I'M STARTING TOGET
- PELIGHTED TO HAVE THE THE HANG OF IT.
HONOR OF SERVING
YOU ALL FOR ANOTHER
FOUR YEARS.

e
THAT WAS THE YEAR HE UN- ‘75.4\!\ ml!“
iNAERRLlEE’A THE JAPANESE - ’::’ !% \
C E . :
" N TRADE ACKEEMAL| 1] serHool SWEETHEART AGAIN, . Wi

THAT HE PERSONALLY LEP AN ON A SEMI-REGIILAR BASIS.
INVESTIGATION INTO INPUS - l |

TRIAL POLLUTION (WHICH
RESULTED IN THE IMPRISON-
MENT OF THE BOARDS OF
DIRECTORS OF TWO OF
AMERICA'S LARGEST
CORPORATIONS),

PREZ AND KATHY ANNOUNCED THEIR

ENGAGEMENT LATE THEFOLLOWING

YEAR, ATA PRESS CONFERENCE IN

STOCKHOLM, AFTER PREZ HAD, A LITIE

AWKWARDLY, ACCEPTED THE NOBEL
PEACE PRIZE.

FOR THE NEXT FEW MONTHS
THEY WENT EVERYWHERE
TOGETHER, PIP EVERYTHING

)

2
AN A Llﬂii

-

SO TOGETHER. IT WAS A
rzz‘:‘f / ZA | STorB00K ROMANCE.
) 0” @ \




"

/]

THE PERSON WHO KILLED KATHY, AND WOUNPED PREZ, TURNED OUT TO BE
A WOMAN OBSESSED WITH PROMINENT TELEVISION PERSONALITY, AND
FORMER BOXER, TEQC GRANT. =y

MADE A POINT OF SENPING FOR TE? GRANT., THEY SPENT
AND PREZ MAPE ITCL

TEDNEVER
ANSWERELD MY
LETTERS, HE ACTED,
LIKE HEDION'T
EVEN KNOW I

EXISTED.

ALSO HE WENT TO SeE THE WOMAN WHO KILLED HiS WIFE-
TO-BE, INHER CELL, BUT NO RECORP OF THEIR CONVER-

SATION EXIST5; SAVE IT IS KNOWN THAT HE OFFEREL HER

AFTER THAT, THE
PRESIPENT SPENT
MORE TIME IN THE
WHITE HOUSE. HE
WAS SEEN LESS,

Il ALTHOUGH HE WAS

N STILL MUCH BELOVED.




T THINK I'LL CALL IT A YOU'VE A BREAKFAST BRIEFING WITH
NIGHT, NOW, MARTHA . THE STATE DEPARTMENT AT 7:00, AND
, A MEETING WITH THE FRENCH AMBAS -
SADOR AT9:15 TO GO OVER THE
ALGERIAN PROBLEM. 10:30
YOU'RE TALKING TO THE MARS

THE SCHEPULE
L INK"' up.r i

FOR TOMORROW2 Q SHUTTLE CREWON VIDEO

1
==y PREZ, BOY,

S You REALLY Do
Y5\ NEEDTO GO GET
o\ YOURGELF SOME

JUST HEAR A

WOREP I WAS
SAYING?Z

WHY HELLO,
PRESIPENT PREZ
; RICKARD.




YOU KNOW, |T PISTRESSED ME
MIGHTILY TO HEAR ABOUT YOUR
SUFFERING. AND I RACKED MY
BRAINS TO TRY TO COME UP WITH
A SOLUTION.

WELL, YOUNGSTER,
I HEARYOUR WIFE-TO -
BE IS DEAL.

YOUWRE CRAZY;
BOSS SMILEY,
KATHY'S DEAD.

HIZ PREZZ CAN YOU
SEEMEZ IT'SREALLY
FARK \N HERE.

HONEYZ I'M
COLC. 1 MisS
YOU SO MUCH. .,

CAMERA
THREEZ CAN WE
! GOOVERTO

" CAMERATHREEZ

o i
JJJJJJ

THIS 15 YOUR LAST TERM,

) ISN'T ITZ NOTMUCH TOLOSE,
NOT MUCH TO WIN. CAN'T RUN
AGAIN, AFTER ALL , BUT SERVE

ME, AND T'LL BRING HER
BACK TO You.

/ YOU SERVE ME, BOY, AND SHE'LL
BE BACK IN YOUR BED AND IN
YOUR LIFE, SWEET AS ANYTHING.

AND WHEN HE LIFTED HIS HEAD AGAIN,
THE SCREEN WAS GRAY AND BLANK,
TUNED TO A DEAVCHANNEL, AND THE
ROOM WAS DARK. -

PEOPLE.THIS IS A PREAM. T'VE
FALLEN ASLEEP WATCHING THE
PODGERS GAME. IT'6 ADREAM.
T HAS TO BE.

'7-3--‘:‘-"_ d --

PREZ RICKARD LAY IN THE PALE

BLUE LIGHT OF THE TELEVISION

SCREEN, AND HE CRIED SILENTLY
INTO THE NIGHT.

HE CLOSED HIS EYES, THEN, AND
PUT HIS HANDS OVER HIS EARS.



| TERM ENDED

aulETLY.
/& s

THERE WERE THOSE WHO
PROPOSED THAT THE LAW
BE CHANGED TO PERMIT
PREZ TO RUN A THIRD TIME;

WHILE OTHERS SUGGESTED [* AN
THAT HE BE DECLARED W
PRESICENT IN PERPETUITY. ﬂ

THERE WAS EVEN A CAMPAIGN,

WHICH BEGAN IN SAN FRANCISCO,

TO PROCLAIM PREZ RICKARD

“EMPEROR OF THE UNITED STATES”

BUTMOST PEOPLE RIGHTLY

CONSIPERED THIS A JOKE , OF
SORTS.

r=
i

B A" TN _11/4 \ :
THE TURN OUT AT THE NOVEMBER

7
ELECTION WAS SPECTACIULARLY LOW., ’ @;;

PEOPLE SEEMED TO FEEL THAT IF 4 I
THEY COULON'T VOTE FOR PREZTHEN | i
THEY HADNOWISH TOVOTEATALL. F

Y A NEW PRESIDENT WAS SWORN IN,

{ AND PREZ RICKARD RETIRED TO b)

STEADFAGST. @ 7/ 4\l b ON A SMALL ESTATE. AND IN THAT

OF VARIOUS SHAPES AND KINDS.

HE DECLINED ALL
INVITATIONS TO JOIN THE
BOARDS OF VARIOUS
CORPORATIONS, TOGOLF, [
OR TO WRITE HIS MEMOIRS. [

)}

4

AT 7 [ A <A PLACE HE PASSED HIS DAYS IN
,\‘ ‘\‘(y/ “‘-—- //”* TR SECLUSION, REPAIRING CLOCKS
3y N VAV L ="
j

-
]

i
F

IT WASN'T THAT THINGS GOT BAL, IT WAS JUST THAT THEY
WEREN!'T SPECTACULARLY GOOL ANY MORE .

THEY SAY THAT THE NEW PRESIDENT SENT

MESSENGERS TO HIM, ASKING IF HE WOULD

COME OUT OF RETIREMENT, ASKING IF HE
OR AGSIGT.

Ty i o = e i
1 1 .t.t-'-.,—.. e r— 12 | i
. L ol N o DT

W\ | PREZ RECEIVED THEM GRACIOUSLY, |
T | ANDGAVE THEM COFFEE. i

! 1 s




NOW DO YU/ THINK THAT TKSER WOULP

2 . - RATHER BE PEAD AND IN THE SEAT OF
2t Leﬁé ;uﬂr )l o5 POWER, OR ALIVE, AND WALKING THE
M. 74/ WA : JUNGLE OF INDIA, SNIFFING THE
) . = WIND FOR THE SCENTOF GAME?
N IBZE < /- N THE WHITE HOUSE 1S A 5 I\
X - Q¢ TIGER SKIN RUG, SHOTAND KILLED = Y
=7 MANYYEARS AGO BY TEDDY ROOSEVELT., TGS AS
THE FEET OF THE GREAT WALK OVER ) ( 5
THAT TIGER SKIN EACH DAY. ITLISTENS Y A\ [ ~— 4
TO POLICY BEING FORMED AND?
L @/, _ SECRETS BEING SPOKEN. AGH D>
“IT WOULD RATHER BE [l "AND 50 WouLD I," SAID AN\ s O NO 1 DPON‘T KNOW
ALIVE, " THEY SAIC. Ml PREZ RICKARD, AND HE N S5 WHEREHEIS. AND T
SENT THEM AWAY. , : R WOULDN'T TELLYOU
. o T "‘H:f:ﬁi |
~ R ‘\ NI YO ‘ 2 N
F 36 = c & 8 O D BUTI &
— = : ) /3 ; DON‘T.
i P. ' [ ﬂj_.ll' “:"L‘C\ \ir ﬁf’- -
"\ s %Ln 2
<Jf : SN <
";_.:. - '_-.'l\fﬂ:r‘l.i'-
. & _ WS Y il / !?;%{::'1-’?.' o 5 {f'
SOON AFTER THAT, PREZ B N
LEFT HIS ESTATE IN STEADFAST. . - .
HE TOLD NO ONE THAT HE WAS / \ -
LEAVING, NOR WHERE HE / / M . Z 4
WAS GOING. > o
5 > / o~
> 92
A TRUCKDRIVER REPORTED THAT HE HAD PICKED UPA HITCH - Y 4
HIKING PREZ IN PORTLAND, OREGON, AND DRIVEN HIMTO BILLINGS, Y 48

MONTANA. THEY HADTALKED ABOUT BASEBALL AND OLP TELEVISION
COMEPY SHOWS THE ENTIRE WAY. .
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Z4 AS ELVIS SIGHTINGS. A WEEKLY WORLD W
“d NEWS SPECIAL EVEN CONCLUDED THAT B
THE TWO MEN WERE WORKING TOGETHER
TO FIGHT CRIME, ALTHOUGH IT HAP NO

W] e lvm

"
IIIII

"8 g

AWAITRESS IN SHREVEPORT, LOUISIANA,
CLAIMED THAT SHE HAP GIVEN BIRTH TO

PREZ'G LOVE CHILD;
s |
N SR
-

A BLOOD TeST, HOWEVER, AUMINISTERED BY
THE TELEVISION SHOW FROM WHOM SHE HAD
PEMANDPED HALFAMILLION POLLARS FOR

HER STORY, PISPROVED HER CLAIM .
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THERE WERE OTHER
RUMORS, OTHER STORIES,
AS THE YEARS WENT BY;
TALES OF MARVELS AND
OF MIRACLES.




THE STORIES OF
THE PEATHOF
PREZ RICKARD
WERE AS STRANGE
AND CONTRA-
PICTORY AS THE

STORIES OF HIS
LATTER PAY6.

SOME SAIP HE WASKILLED DURING A

HOLD-UUP IN A CHICAGO BAKERY--A

HOLD-UUP NOT FOR MONEY, BUT FOR

WARM BREAD TO FEED THE STARVING
CHILDREN IN THE SNOW OUTSIDE. .

OTHERS SAIDP THAT THE

" 5 | ZLURRENT PRESIDENT

| ORPERED HIS DEATH.

ANOTHER TALE, CURRENTAT THE TIME, WAS THAT ONE
NIGHT HEHAD RETURNED TO HIS HOME IN STEADFAST,
AFTER AN ABSENCE OF OVER FIVE YEARS, ANUWAS SHOT
BY THE SECRET SERVICE MEN WHO Q'TILL GUARDED’ HIS
HOUSE, ANU WHOHAP FAILEPTO RECOGNIZE HIM .

.\'*
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SOME PEOPLESAIPTHE P E L/
WOMAN WHO KILLED HIS [/ L/
KATHY RETURNED TO | i
FINISHOFFTHETASK [

SHE HAD BEGUN YEARS |

AND THESE PEOPLE KNEW THAT THE
KILLER HAD IN HER TURN BEEN EXECUTED:
BUT STILL, THEY SAID, IT WAS HER.

& MANYQAIVWEY HAD DREAMED
// OF PREZ, AVICTIMOF PNEUMO -
NIA AND STARVATION, ANONYMOLIS-
LY JOHN DOE-ING HIS WAY TO
THE MORGUE AND FROM THERE
TO THE CREMATORIUM .
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A
HOW HE DIEDMEANT LITTLE . WHAT WAS

BEYOND ANYMANNER OF POUBT 1S THAT
THE WORLD KNEW HE WAS GONE.

F

Ny PREZ RICKARD BLACK ARMBANDS BECAME COMMON-
WAS NO LONGER PLACE, ANU, PID YOU ASK ANYONE TOTELL
SPOKEN OF IN N YOU WHOTHEY WORE THEM FOR THEY ’

THE PRESENT TENSE. WOULD SAY, "FOR PREZ", “ ALTHOUGH NO
THERE WAS NOTHING 1§ oo o i
PAPERS, NO WORD ON THEY KNEW HE WAS PEAP

TELEVISION,

STILL, ACROSS AMERICA,
THE FLAGS FLEW AT
HALF-MAST, AND PEOPLE
SPOKE IN HUSHED TONES.

f ;;f;ﬁ?f§i o\
L S K | CONTINUEDON ITS WAY.

1

1k (VY

LET US SAY <] | ‘.."ii

THAT IT 18 WHAT I 2
BELIEVE HAPPENED

TO PREZ RICKARD,
\ AFTER HEDIED.

mm)\*l
o W—

........

HANG ON. LOOK, THIS
MAY BE A REALLY STUPID
.owet = @“EQT'ON; EUTﬁM qu

UH-HLIH.
AS ADODO.

JUST TVE MET
SO MANY
PEOPLE ..




/SO WHAT Y OH, DIFFERENT  \
HAPPENS ) THINGS TO DIFFERENT

PEOPLE. IT PEPENDS
WHO YOU ARE.

THERE'S SOMEONE WAITING
TO TALK TOYOU . THOSE PEOPLE
OVER THERE ARE GOING TO

WOW. THERE X
REALLY IS A
WATCHMAKER,,

WELL, YOU'RE
KIND OFA SPECIAL

a\ CASE, ANYWAY.
)hhﬁqh‘

AND YOU NEVERGET N\
7O LEARN WHAT HAPPENS )
\\_TO ANYONEELSE. £

1 DON'T THINK THIS HEY--600p LUCK. I CAN'T
GUYMADE THE WATCH,| | HELP THINKING.,., MAYBE =
PREZ. HE JUST RUNS T OUGHT TO... 7
THE LOCAL FRANCHISE. *
WELL.NEVER \/ 7
MIND, YOU'LL BE Ay

FINE, PREZ. _/

ANP IF THE

WATCH HAS STOPPED,
THEN YOU REPAIR

IF YOU FIND AWATCH IN
A DESERT, YOU PON'TASSUME
IT WAS SPONTANEOUSLY
CREATED. YOU FIGURE SOME-
ONE MAPE IT, THAT THERES
A WATCHMAKER.




HELLO, PREZ
RICKARD.

WELL DONE,
THOU GOOD AND —
FAITHFUL SERVANT, S0 YOU GOT TOBE AND YOU'RE DEAD, S0 THATGIRL WAS
PRESIENT. WELL, INTO THE BARGAIN, Youl RIGHT, YOU'RE NOT THE
YOU SERVED YOUR HAVE TO BE ALIVE TO BE WATCHMAKER .
TWO TERMS, AND PRESIDENT. ONE OF t

THAT WAS THAT.
NOW TS5 BUSINESS
AS USUAL .

THE RULES.

Z NEVER
WORKED FOR
YOU.

E F COURSE E
YOU WORKED

BOSS SMILEY.
I RUN YOUR

NOT HERE ANY- Y

MORE . GHE
ENTRWAY.

SO THERE
ARE OTHER
WORLDS 2

YOU'VE GONE
: RE , I BELIEVE 50
ALREADY A SYMBOL
OF A MORE INNOCENT




AND OTHER
AMERICAS Z

B

THERNQ
- \P""’
I THINK THAT GOES

WITHOUT SAYING. NOW,
PREZ RICKARD, LET US
DISCUSS IMPORTANT
MATTERS. ITHINK, TO
BEGIN WITH, YOU SHOULD
SIT ATMY RIGHT HAND,
AND SING PRAISES.,

= m e

GOINC ANYWHERE .
YOU'RE PEAP. YOU'RE
MINE.

He may

go wherever

PRINCE OF
THIS

ne wants.

ARE YOUZ

50 THERES A
WHOLE DEGERT
FILLED WITH

BROKEN WATCHES?

I RULEHERE. YOU
HAVE NO POWER

HERE. LEAVETHIS
PLACE--NOW!

withan...
ll_"lfel"%'f'.u
intales.

Prince of Gtories.

The boy is under

my Jurisdiction,
hot Yours.

Come with me,
Prez Rickard.

BOSS SMILEY. I PON'TTHINK

T/LL GTAY AROUND AND SING

HOSANNAS. I THINK I'LL
BE GOING OFF TO

MUST BE ONE
OF THEM NEEDS
A PREZ, MUsT
BEONEOF /-




/
HE SAIPHE'D He would not be
PeSTROY YOU. WALk,
T HOPE I HAVEN'T BRidgZiddyl=2
GOTYOU INTO RN\ Al
IYA4\[7le ¥ fear of Boss
TROUBLE. smiley. And you
. are unden my
@ & protection.

: 5o you "‘;’
need na1' worry. ﬂ\‘

_q .
v, =

H‘- A

\{k :\ 1

‘g

90 I e DO I
W OWE YOU ANY-
"\ THING, 5IRZ

You owe my sister thanks. she
drew my attention to your |
situation. But, no. You owe

That
gateway will
tTake you
where

nheed

go.

T DON'T REALLY REMEMBER | 1 WHEN T WAS EIGHT

MY FATHER. WHEN I THINKOF | | I TOOK A BOOKON
Him, I REMEMBER HiS POCKET | | WATCHMAKING
WATCH, A HUGE, SILVERREPEATER| | OUTOF THE
THAT CHIMED THE HOURS AND

THE HALF HOURS. HE LEFT
IT TO ME WHEN HE DIED
I WAS FouR.

DIPN'T UARE STARTON THIS WATCH.
INGTEAD I PRACTICEP ON ANOLD
WATCH--MUST/VE TAKEN ITAPART
AND PUT IT BACK TOGETHER
A DOZEN TIMES,

AND THEN,
ONE DAY, T
REPAIREDP DADS
OLP WATCH. IT¢
BEEN RUNNING
FINE EVERSINCE.
ANDI HAD TO

THERE WERE A LOOK AROLIND

LOT OF TOOLS T NEEDED

THAT I DIDN'T HAVE .

T SAVED MY ALLOWANCE
FORSIXMONTHS, AND
TOOK A PAPER ROUTE

TOGET THEMONEY

FOR ASECONPHAND

SETOF WATCHMAKING

FOR MORE
WATCHES TO

DIDN'T WORK,
THOUGH .




o U A
SIRZ T . ' | | [
WANT YoL/ | | WALKED
\ TO HAVE THROUGH
| | DREAM'S
: DOOR, AWAY
FROM B0S3
SMILEY'S
HEAVEN
AND OUT
ACROSS
THE WORLDS,

"SOME SAY THAT HE STILL WALKS BETWEEN THE WORLDS,
TRAVELLING FROM AMERICA TO AMERICA , HELP TO THE
HELPLESS, A SHELTER FOR THE WEAK ./

? 1 AN T WALK THE WORLDS, 7

FOLLOWING HIM, SEEKING )i
-t BBl HIM, WALKING AKEAD... A el =
HE WILL NOT COME JUST TO ——\ | & WHENEVER HE COMES EE
ONE AMERICA, BUT TO ... = |
ALL OF THEM.

L 1% \F Y%

/*'ﬁ‘ u
W= 1

e,
¥




