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2) IN THE INN OF THE WORLDS’ 
END, WHICH MAYORMAY NOT 
EXIST, DON'T ASK ME, THERE 
ARE MORE ROOMS THAN I'VE 
EVER SEEN IN A BAR ANYWHERE. 

oN SA my ey we ve 

NOT THAT I HANGOUT 
iad BARS IN THE REAL WORLD. 7": 

19 BEEN LISTENING TO STORIES ALL I LAYON THE arene to Ecsrenee same | fern IE SHOWEDME h ICH ALSO SEEMED TO HAVE THE BOOM AND CRAS| 
UPSTAIRS. "ITS AN INN. it | I GONE ON MUCH LONGER THAN IT EHOWLOFT 

Ys GHOULD HAVE, WHILE THESTORM 

a ai 
Z Bee oa ae 

ae 

: WAY 

: | be iP 

- ONT KNOW HOW BIG THIS PLACE i I) ° : 

ION'T KNOWANY BETTER, ch ae ae a I MUST HAVE SLEPT, BUT An 
I'D THINK IT HAD GROWN SINCE I \ A ROOM UPSTAIRS, WHERE SHE I HAVENO IDEA FOR HOW 

FIRST ARRIVED. SAID I COULD REST. yf i / 

WHEN I WOKE UPTHERE & 4 
WAS A CHEESE SANDWICH j THE CORRIDOR WAS LIT 
WAITING FOR ME ON A TRAY a s i BIN BY CANDLES, BUT WHERE 

4 Hi] I REMEMBERED THE 
WAS NEW-BAKED, ANDTHE | « “< . 

NOW A SMALL ALCOVE , CUP OF COFFEE BESIPE SS p45 
NS , 1 LIKE A LIBRARY, 



MOMENT I THOUGHT I SAW PEOPLE [ZZZNGT fi : 
TALKING, MOVING DOWN THE CORRIDOR; Fae Nef 
BUT THE DARKNESS CAME AGAIN AND 

THEY WERE GONE. 
WZ 

eS tue 2a ; 
_ —— 

LLhGHA 

LIOUGHT OGET BACK DOWN - 
STAIRS, I SUPPOSE. I'VE A 

AMHERE, IAPOLOGIZE | 
FORHAVING STARTLED _& 

7G OKAY. ITS 
ONLY COFFEE. IT'LL 

” YOU DION'T GET 
CAUGHT INA STORM? YZ 
HOW'D YOU ON MY WAY 70 
Pp CREF eK SOMEWHERE ELSE, 

~4(6 f WHERE? AM\ Qe _ PS Y” AH, YOU COME FROM 
ONE OF THOSE AMERICAS. 

T YOU HAVE MY SYMPATHY. 

WASHINGTONZ IN MAYBE... WELL, CLINTON. J GEE. THANKS. SO 

AMERICA2 THE BILL CLINTON. é VU AREN'T HIDING OUT 
FROMTHE STORM, WHAT J 

» ARE YOU DOING2 

BE eee ey maNy-many, BUT‘ 
MEAN, HOW many J PERHAPS LESS THAN 
AMERICAS AREA THERE USED 10 BE. : : 

A romance Your ‘ Bere’ SEEKER. I AM 

e
g
 

A TO MAKE YOUR AH. AND BEFORE “~A FOLLOWER....J 
BUSH, REAGAN, AND Bg eee Doc D> 4 

FORE HIM... WHOZ. aan y, 
Pall ‘ ‘ A oy 

2 ASN Sy G Ay.vl 



= \ HIS MOTHER UNDERSTOOD THAT [7— 
NAMES HAVE POWER, NAMES DO J PERHAPS SHE SAWA LITTLE OF THE 
NOT DEFINEUS, BUT THEY INFLUENCE Bl FUTURE THAT DAY, PERHAPS SHE WAS 
US FORGOODOR ILL, HELP TO SHAPE || MERELY INSPIRED BY A HIGHER POWER. 

ANP FORM US. 

“LETME TELL YOU 
OF THE ONE T FOLLOW. 

The Golden Boy 

Neil Gaiman, writer 
Michael Allred, artist pgs. 3-24 

Bryan Talbot, penciller pgs. 1, 2 & 24 
Mark Buckingham, inker pgs. 1, 2 & 24 

Daniel Vozzo, colorist 
Todd Klein, letterer 
Karen Berger, editor 

Shelly Roeberg, assistant editor 

IT’S SHORT FOR 
PREGIDENT, 

th 

SANOMAN 
Featuring characters created by 
Gaiman, Kieth & Dringenberg 

Prez created by 
Joe Simon and Jerry Grandenetti 

WHEN PREZ WAS SIX, 
(| PRESIDENT KENNEDY TOLD 

THE AMERICAN PEOPLE NOT 

FORTHE CHILD PREZ RICKARD, EACH 
MORNING WAS A MOMENT OF DEDICA- 
TION, OF MAGIC, WITH ALL HIS HEART 

EACH MORNING HE WOULD RECITE 
THE PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE . 
OTHER CHILDREN WOULD RISE 
AND SPEAK, BUT HE KNEW THAT 
FOR THEM THE PLEDGE WAS 
MERELY WORDS ANDSOUNDS, 
LIKE THE ALPHABET. 

ANP MINP ANP SOUL, HE WOULD 
PLEDGE HIMSELF TO SOMETHING 

LARGER THAN HIMSELF, 

L] TO ASK WHAT THEIR COUNTRY 
COULD DO FORTHEM, BUT 
INSTEAD To ASK WHAT THEY 

L) COULD DO FORTHEIR 
COUNTRY. 



MY PEOPLEHAVE, OF OLD, DIVIPED THE WORLD 
INTO TWO KINDS OF PEOPLE : HEOGEHOGS AND 
FOXES, HEDGEHOGS KNOW ONE BIG THING. 

THE TOWN OF STEADFAST WAS FAMED FOR ITS 
CLOCKS : EVERY HOUSE, EVERY STORE, EVERY 
STEEPLE AND PUBLIC BUILDING BOASTED ITS 
OWN CLOCK, THATCHIMED OR BOOMED OR SANG 

THE HOURS AND HALF 

“T SADLY, NOTWO 
CLOCKSIN STEADRAGT |hia 

AGREED. | 
( 

ri 
SBP 0 | PREZ RICKARD KNEW 

nS) | TWOBIGTHINGS. 

ONEOF THEM WAS AMERICA, | |} 
THE OTHER WAS TIME. 1 

te Ula 

WHEN PREZ WAS THIRTEEN, HIS MOTHER LOST 
SIGHT OF HIM IN THE CENTER OF STEADFAST. 

rah 

of 

WHEN HEWAS 16 PREZ FIXED 
AND ADJUSTED, SINGLE - 
HANDEDLY, EVERY CLOCK 

IN STEADFAST. 
ss ‘ae No, 
SHE FOUN? HIM SOME HOURS LATER, IN THE 

TOWN HALL, TALKING WITH THECITY LEADERS }) 
ABOUT CIVICS, ANSWERING THEIR QUESTIONS = 
WITH A DEPTH ANP PERSPICACITY THAT 

AMAZED HIS ELDERS, 

{| 
Lu! 

Ee THE PRINCE OF THAT 
WORLD WAS BOSS SMILEY. 

VOTED TO LOWER THE AGE LIMIT ON I 
ELECTED OFFICIALS, AND VOTED THEM- |: 

et SELVES INTO THE SENATE, INTO 8 
CONGRESS, AND THEN, THE FOLLOWING 

ml YEAR, AND TO NO ONES SURPRISE, THEY 
LOWERED THE AGE LIMIT ON THE



heres mae (Gz 
18,80SS SMILEY iP 
CAME TO STEADFAST. 

wi 
7 

PREZ, BOY, I WILLSHOW YOU 
ALL THE CITIES ANP STATES 

OF AMERICA, 

THEY CAN ALL BE 
YOURS IF YOU WALK 
WITH ME, AND TALK 
FOR ALITTLE WHILE. 

| AMERICA, FROM DISNEYLAND TO 
} CONEY ISLAND, FROM THE CONCRETE 
| MOUNTAINS OF MANHATTAN TO THE 

GOLF COURSES OF MIAMI, 



/ I'VE BEEN LOOKING - i . 
FOR A BRIGHT LAD. AND ; VERY “” WELL, WHATDO ™ 
ITSTIME.THEYSAIDA J ||  \GOOP.. YOUTHINK2 DO YOU 
CHILD SHALL LEAP THEM, ee “ee WANT TO BE PRESI- 
ANP YOU ARE, WHAT: pee ee 

MORE THAN 
ANYTHING. 

| very GOOD. THEN - IN RETURN, JUST REMEMBER 
Z SHALL make IT . Loe WHO YOU OWE IT ALL TO, REMEMBER 

HAPPEN. : WHOSE WORLD THIS |S, KNOW 
sus WHO'S BOSS’. 

"VOTE FoR ; - 
PREZ --HE'LL ALWAYS ITSA 
GIVE YOU THE RIGHT oe KIN? OFFER, 

TIME 11. 4 ‘ < - 

YOU WILL BE PRESIDENT 
OF AMERICA--THE YOUNGEST 

SIN HISTORY, AND IN RETURN.W. ~ 

OWN WAY, AND IN MYOWN SHEN 
TIME. : 

NO, ie ’ 
THANK YOU, BOSS 

SMILEY. 

I WILL BE PRESIDENT, \ | | Fo — {le 

al | | watcepaway, | HE JUST SMILED. | SiR BUTI WILL DOI Waly \} | | WaikeDAWAy, {_<. HE JUST SMILED. 

— CO 
AND BOSS SMILEY... | 
Or 



PREZ WOKE ONE NIGHT TO FIND 
THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED 
STATES IN HIS BEDROOM. 

IN THE MONTHS THAT FOLLOWED, PREZ 
RICKARD FELL EVER HIGHER. HE WORKED 
HARV IN LOCAL POLITICS. HEMADE THE 
COVER OF NEWSWEEK MAGAZINE (IT WAS 
A SLOW NEWS WEEK). JOHNNYCARSON 
CRACKEDA JOKE ABOUT HINON 

TOMIGHT SHOW. 

YOU! RE GOING 
PRESIDENT, YOU KNOW THATZ 

50 YOWRE 
PREZ RICKARD, 

OH, DON'T COME 
ON ALL WIDE-EYED AND 
INNOCENT WITH ME, KID. 
IT/LL HAPPEN. I, UH, T 
GOT THE WORD DOWN 
FROM ON HIGH ALREADY. 
THEY TELL YOU STUFF, 
WHEN YOU'RE PRESI- 
DENT. YOU'LL LEARN. 

NOW, I’M GOING TO “eu al X / YOU KNOW WHYNOT? 
TELL YOU A FEW THINGS BECAUSE AS FAR AS 
NOW, MAKE IT EASY FOR 4) THE MASS OF VOTING 

YOU IN THE FUTURE . MORONS {|S CONCERNE? 
4 WHILE YOU'RE INOFFICE, 

OKAY: NOTHING YOU'LL BE THE WORST 
SINGLE PRESIDENT YOU DOIN THE WHITE ny, } THEY'VE EVER HAP, HOUSE MATTERS. 4 , UNTILYOU STOP. 

THEN IT'S SOME 
OTHER POOR BASTARDS 

TURN. 

ry é I WANT TO MAKE 
AND EVEN THAT DOESN'TMATTER, ee A DIFFERENCE, 

BECAUSE TEN, TWENTY YEARS LATER, ; : 
THEY'LL LOOK BACK ON YOU, ANU 

\ WONDER WHY THEY DIDN'T 
APPRECIATE YOU WHEN THEY 

HAP YOU. 

IN 
HINDSIGHT 

EVEN WARKEN 
GAMALIEL HARDING 
LOOKS GOOP. YOU, 
UH, FOLLOWING 

Me? 

YOU DON'T GET 
TO MAKE A DIFFERENCE. 
YOU DON'TGET TO DO 
JACK SHIT. YOU KNOW 

WHAT YOU GETZ _- 



THAT'S A SMART KID. POWER. 
FHAT!S THE ONLY THING WORTH GOING 
FOR, FORGET MONEY. POWER COMES JAAN 

WITH MONEY. & 

FORGET CHASING SKIRTS. 
YOU GOT POWER, THE SKIRTS 
CHASE YOU, EVEN THAT DUMB 

[expletive deleted] 

JACK KENNEDY. EVEN HE 

GO TAKE IT FOR WHAT YOU CAN 
GET, KID, AND MILK IT FORALL ITS 

\- WORTH. \T'S YOUR MOMENT IN 
THE SPOTLIGHT. 

—e™N YOU GETAN ENTRY IN TH 
HISTORY BOOK, AND EVERY 
IS MINUTES, EVERY DAY AT 
DISNEYWORLD, AN ANIMATRON- 
IC PUPPET WEARING YOUR 
FACE WILL WAVE OR NOD -~/) 

? c] (JH ~<a 

I DON'T KNOW IF I'LL 
EVER BE PRESIDENT OR 

DO EVERYTHING I CAN 
\__ TO BE PRESIDENT... 

= — 

2 T,UH.., IF I'M PRESIDENT, I WANT TO 
ABOUT MAKING I'M NOT MAKE A DIFFERENCE. I WANTIO 
THE WORLD A FOLLOWING TRY AND MAKE IT EASIER FOR PEOPLE 
BETTER PLACEZ YOU. 4 \el TO LIVE. TOHEAL THE DIVIDE BETWEEN 

afi RICH AND POOR, BETWEEN BLACK 
AND WHITE, THE POSSESSORS 

I wanttomakeAmericA \| (Au... 
THE KIND OF PLACE I DREAMED 
IT WAS, ASAKID. MAKE IT SOME- WELL, I BETTER 
PLACE TO INSPIRE THE RESTOF BE RUNNING ALONG. 
JHE WORLD--A DREAM OF NICE MEETING YOU, FREEDOM; ACELEBRATION | PREZ RICKARV. 

OF LIFE, LIBERTYAND =f 
THE PURSUIT OF 

HAPPINESS. NICETO 
Pm / MEET YOUTOO, 

MISTER 

5G 
ICKARD 

ERAN 



DURING A 4282 STREET IN CAESAR'S PALACE, LAS IN ADDITION, MANY BLIN? ON ELECTION DAY THERE 
WERE A NUMBER OF 
MAGNIFICENT OMENS 

REPORTED. 

A BABY WAS BORN TO A 
COUPLE IN NEW HAVEN,CT, 
WITH A BIRTHMARK IN THE 
SHAPE OF THE LSA ON 
HER BACK, LACKING ONLY 
HAWAII ANP ALASKA. 

poreaie Or herieelaae | Woseccmaa | (tone a oes nee VE SLUTS, THE CLIMACTIC. ; DEAF 
SEX SCENE WAS INTERRUPTED | | 5 JACKPOT SIMULTANEOUSLY. | | REGAINED THEIR HEARING, 
BY THE COUPLE REPLACING AND AN UNCOUNTABLE 
THEIR CLOTHES AND PER- ° fm | NUMBER OFORGANIC OR 
FORMING HIGHLIGHTS FROM y HYSTERICAL ILLNESSES , 

GUYS ANP DOLLS TO AN SOME OF A TERMINAL 
OUTRAGED AUDIENCE. NATURE, SPONTANEOUSLY 

: VANISHED, NEVER TO 
RETURN. 

et | AND PREZ RICKARD WAS 
9 ELECTED PRESIDENT OF 

AY THE UNITED STATES OF 
AMERICA. 

HE WAS THREE \ 
MONTHS SHYOF HIS 
TWENTIETH BIRTHDAY.



ia A EE 

LATER THAT cones Lonekee we Pece THE MAJOR OIL 
cones Lonekee we Pece LOWERED THE PRICE 

THAT PREZ RICKARD WAS A GOOD PRESIDENT SURPRISED MANY. 
THAT HE WASA GREAT PRESIDENT SURPRISED ALMOST EVERYONE. 

Te 

IN HIS FIRST YEAR IN THE PRESIDENCY, 
HE INITIATED TALKG IN THE MIDDLE 
EAST, AND AVERTED THE LOOMING 

d "ENERGY CRISIS! 

HE HOSTEDAN EPISODE OF SATURDAY MGHT 
LIVE WHICH GARNERED THE HIGHEST RATINGS | 

| OF ANY COMEDY SHOW TO DATE -- 

--APPEARING IN A NUMBER OF 
iL SKETCHES WITH THE "NOTREACY {i 
ni PRIME TIME PLAYERS”. 

Ss ae a 
co aes 

TO DESTROY THE WORLVA HUNDRED 
TIMES OVER. I MEAN, THAT'S 

DPUMG, Y'KNOW. 
| 

LISTEN, THE RUSSIANS 
HAVE THEIROWN PROBLEMS. 
THEY'RE HUNGRY AND THEYRE 
SCARED, ITHINK WESHOULD 
PUTOUROWN HOUSE IN 

ORDER FIRST. 

oe GASOLINE. 

joi BEGAN TO REQUCE 
BOTH THE FEDERAL 
DEFICIT AND THE 
NATIONAL DEBT. 

IN HiS LATER YEARS, JOHN BELUSHI WAS TO 
<| DESCRIBE ITAS "THE MOST INSPIRING 

EXPERIENCE OF HIS LIFE.” 

YEAH2 WELL, 
I SUPPOSE PREZ 
SHOWED ME You 
DION'T NEED TO BE \ 
PEXKED UP TO WORK 
AT YOUR PEAK.I MEAN, 
HERE'S THIS GUY 
WORKING EIGHTEEN 
HOURS A DAY, FATE 
OF THE FREE WORLD 

AND HES CLEAN, 
Y'KNOWZ THAT 

GOING TO MAKE 
ANY MORE NUCLEAR 
OR BIOLOGICAL RIO OF THE 
WEAPONS -- SIMPLE ONES WE'VE 

AS THAT. fF ALREADY GOT, 

SAFELY. 

BUT, MISTER 
PRESIDENT. WHAT 
ABOUT THE 
RUSSIANSZ 

FIGURING OUT 
WAYS TO GET 

THERE WAS DOUBT AS TO WHETHER 
HE'D BE ABLE TO PUSH THE BILL 
THROUGH CONGRESS, BUT HE 

MANAGED. 

PREZ COULD DO 
ANYTHING. 



DURING THE FIRST TERM OF HIS 
PRESIDENCY, PREZ PROVED HIM- 
SELF A REMARKABLE LEADER. HE 
WAS THE GOLDEN Boy, THE WONDER- 
CHILD, HE HAVA VISION OF WHAT HE 
NEEDED AMERICA TO BE, AND HE 
SHOVED, GOADED, FORCED ANP 
COAKEV AMERICA TOWARD HIS 

NO. 
BUT I'VE MADE 

SO YOU'RE A START. 
GOING TO RUN 

GOING TO 
UN AGAIN, 

AND IN THE THIRD YEAR OF HIS 
PRESIDENCY, BOSS SMILEY CAME 

7 

YOU KNOW, IT MIGHT NOT BE 
HEALTHY FOR YOU TO RUN 

AGAIN. 

h 7HREATENING 
MeEZ HOW CAN YOU 

BE THREATENED 
BY AMAN WHO 
DOESN'T EXIST2 

[eanameen 

YA = TOHIM ONCE MORE. 

y 

YOU DON'T EXIST. NO RECORDS. 
NO BIRTH DATE. NOTHING 

BUT RUMORS, 

YOU THINK YOUIRE NP” HELLO, 
DOING MIGHTY FINE, }] SMILEY. YES. 
DON'T You, PREzz_¢ T'VEMADEA 

WELL, PREZ 
BOY, THATS AS IT 
SHOULD BE. 



MAYBE WE'VE GOT 
THE BEST SYSTEM IN 
JHE WORLD, AND MAYBE 
WE HAVEN'T, BUT I’M 
DELIGHTED TO HAVE THE 
HONOR OF SERVING 
YOU ALL FOR ANOTHER 

FOUR YEARS. 

THAT NOVEMBER , THEDEMOCRATS 
FIELDED AN EIGHTEEN-YEAR-OLD 
FOOTBALL PLAYER, THE REPUBLICANS 

AN AGEING MOVIE ACTOR, 

( THE ELECTION RESULT 
SURPRISED NO ONE. 
Rar SS 

io 
nd 

THAT WAS THE YEAR HE UN- 
SNARLED THE JAPANESE - 
AMERICAN TRADE AGREEMENT, 

THAT HE PERSONALLY LED AN 
INVESTIGATION INTO INDUS- 
TRIAL POLLUTION (WHICH 
RESULTED IN THE IMPRISON- 
MENT OF THE BOARDS OF 
DIRECTORS OF TWO OF 
AMERICAS LARGEST 
CORPORATIONS), 

IT WAS ALSO THE YEAR THAT 
HE BEGAN SEEING HIS HIGH 
SCHOOL SWEETHEART AGAIN, 
ON A SEMI-REGULAR BASIS. 

FOR THE NEXT FEW MONTHS 
THEY WENT EVERYWHERE 
TOGETHER, DID EVERYTHING 
TOGETHER. IT WAS A 
STORYBOOK ROMANCE. 

° ’ ': 
o\ a” 

I THINK I'M 
STARTING TO GET 
THE HANG OF IT. 

PREZ AND KATHY ANNOUNCED THEIR 
ENGAGEMENT LATE THE FOLLOWING 
YEAR, ATA PRESS CONFERENCE IN 
STOCKHOLM, AFTER PREZ HAL, ALITTLE 
AWKWARDLY, ACCEPTED THE NOBEL 

PEACE PRIZE.



THE PERSON WHO KILLED KATHY, ANO WOUNDED PREZ, TURNED OUT TO BE 
A WOMAN OBSESSED WITH PROMINENT TELEVISION PERSONALITY, AND 
FORMER BOXER, TEO GRANT. i] 

TED NEVER 
ANSWERED MY 
LETTERS. HE ACTED 
LIKE HEDION'T <4) 
EVEN KNOW I 

FAL WHEN HE CAME OUT OF THE HOSPITAL, PRESIDENT RICKARD EXISTED. 
HW) MACE A POINT OF SENDING FOR TED GRANT. THEY SPENT ani. 

R ALSO HE WENT TO SEE THE WOMAN WHO KILLED HIS WIFE- SOME HOURS TOGETHE é AND PREZ MADE IT CLEAR THERE 7O- BE, IN HER CELL, BUT NO RECORDOF THEIR CONVER- 

SATION EXISTS; SAVE IT |S KNOWN THAT HE OFFERED HER 

AFTER THAT, THE 
PRESIDENT SPENT 
MORE TIME IN THE 
WHITE HOUSE. HE 
WAS SEEN LESS, 

IB ALTHOUGH HE WAS 
im STILL MUCH BELOVED. 

WA 



WHATS ON ALGERIAN PROBLEM. 10:30 DID You 
THE SCHEDULE YOU'RE TALKING TO THE MARS JUST HEARA 

SHUTTLE CREWON VIDEO WORE I WAS 
SAYING? 

I THINK I'LLCALLITA YOU'VE A BREAKFAST BRIEFING WITH Z 
NIGHT, NOW, MARTHA. THE STATE DEPARTMENTAT 7:00, AND 

) : A MEETING WITH THE FRENCH AMBAS- 
f SADOR AT9:IS TOGOOVER THE 

Brey PREZ, BOY, 
=Y YOU REALLY DO 

PY| NEED TOGO GET 
Kod YOURGELF SOME 

DO. % - 

WHY HELLO, 
PRESIDENT PREZ 

2 RICKARD. 

ea SS 

a 

Boss 
SMILEY. 



R \ YOU KNOW, IT DISTRESSED ME 
Preabou rem: MIGHTILY TO HEAR ABOUT YOUR 

BE Ig DEAD. : SUFFERING. AND I RACKED My 
BRAINS TO TRY TO COME UP WITH 

A SOLUTION. 

YOURE CRAZY, N Pulz PRezz CAN YOU 
BOSS SMILEY, SEE MEZ IT'S REALLY 
KATHY'S DEAD, DARK IN HERE. 

HONEY2 I'M 
COLZ I Miss 
YOU $0 MUCH... 

THREEZ CAN WE 
GO OVER To 

\_ CAMERA THREEZ 

THIS IS YOUR LAST TERM, 
ISN'T ITZ NOT MUCH 70 LOSE; 

NOT MUCH TO WIN. CAN'T RUN 
AGAIN, AFTER ALL. BUT SERVE 
ME, AND I'LL BRING HER 

BACK TO YOU. 

[? YOU SERVE ME, BOY, AND SHE'LL 
BE BACK IN YOUR BED AND IN 
YOUR LIFE, SWEET AS ANYTHING, 

ANP WHEN HE LIFTED HIS HEAD AGAIN, 
THE SCREEN WAS GRAY AND BLANK, 
TUNED TOA DEADCHANNEL, ANDTHE 
ROOM WAS DARK. SA 

S: 
PEOPLE. THIS IS A DREAM. I'VE 
FALLEN ASLEEP WATCHING THE 
DODGERS GAME. ITS ADREAM. 

ITHASTO BE. 

PREZ RICKARD LAY IN THE PALE 
BLUE LIGHT OF THE TELEVISION 
SCREEN, AND HE CRIED SILENTLY 

INTO THE NIGHT. 
HE CLOSED HIS EYES, THEN, AND 
PUT HIS HANDS OVER HIS EARS. 



|) TERM ENDED 
QUIETLY. 

THERE WERE THOSE WHO 
PROPOSED THAT THE LAW 
BE CHANGED TO PERMIT = f 
PREZTORUNATHIROTIME; PW fee 
WHILE OTHERS SUGGESTED [SAI 
THAT HE BE DECLARED ) 
PRESIDENT IN PERPETUITY. 4 

THERE WAS EVEN A CAMPAIGN, 
WHICH BEGAN IN SAN FRANCISCO, 
TO PROCLAIM PREZ RICKAR? 
“EMPEROR OF THE UNITED STATES 
BUT MOST PEOPLE RIGHTLY 
CONSIDERED THIS A JOKE, OF 

SORTS. 

Ma . [ee a’ 

THE TURN OUTAT THE NOVEMBER iz f i 
ELECTION WAS SPECTACULARLY LOW, |. J X yy 
PEOPLE SEEMED TO FEEL THAT IF 

eS 2 sae een oon Se wee ee 

A NEW PRESIDENT WAS SWORN IN, 
ANP PREZ RICKARD RETIRED TO , / HE LIVED THERE ON HISOWN, 

STEADFAST. AA Gf _2\ Bk ON A SMALL ESTATE. AND IN THAT 

. HE DECLINED ALL 
LF 4 weld 7) 7a : INVITATIONS TO JOIN THE 
i HY ie OS BOARDS OF VARIOUS 

CORPORATIONS, TOGOLF, & 

4 vt Ly ) eB T] 5 Zee ty j, PLACE HE PASSED HIS DAYS IN 

LY : , \\ B H [hiv f SECLUSION, REPAIRING CLOCKS 
L|| BEC LACS fe - ; OF VARIOUS SHAPES AND KINDS. 

Td 

THINGS WERE NO LONGER e IT WASN'T THAT THINGS GOT BAP, IT WAS JUST THAT THEY 
GOLDEN IN AMERICA. Cit WEREN'T SPECTACULARLY GOOD ANY MORE. 

a 
@ 

a e io EW 

THEY SAY THAT THE NEW PRESIDENT SENT 

MESSENGERS TO HIM, ASKING IF HE WOULD 
COME OUT OF RETIREMENT, ASKING IF HE 
WOULD ADVISE, OR AID, OR ASSIST. 

PREZ RECEIVED THEM GRACIOUSLY, 
AND GAVE THEM COFFEE. Spe A ———— — 



CL EEL GS 37) || Z Msg UENCE | NOW D0 YOU THINK THAT TIGER WOULP 
: , ie. soe «AAT . 

| NO2 Hen SCOTS ULINB ED | Power, ox aiive, AND WALKIN THE 
THis way. dA UU a oe ee Te 

\\ j 

IN THE WHITE HOUSE IS A 
TIGER SKIN RUG, SHOTAND KILLED 
MANY YEARS AGO BY TEDDY ROOSEVELT. 
THE FEET OF THEGREAT WALK OVER 
THAT TIGER SKIN EACH DAY. IT LISTENS 
TO POLICY BEING FORMED AND 

: SECRETS BEING SPOKEN. 

ae it i 

“IT WOULD RATHER BE I "AND SO WOULD L,"SAID <\\\ ) NO, 1 DON’T KNOW 
ALIVE," THEY SAID. I PREZ RICKARD, ANP HE WHERE HE IS, AND I 

SENT THEM AWAY. : Largs TEU. YOU 

SOON AFTER THAT, PREZ 
LEFT HIS ESTATE IN STEADFAST. 
HE TOLD NO ONE THAT HE WAS 
LEAVING, NOR WHERE HE 

WAS GOING. 

A TRUCKDRIVER REPORTED THAT HE HAP’ PICKEDUPA HITCH - 
HIKING PREZ IN PORTLAND, OREGON, AND DRIVEN HIMTO BILLINGS, 
MONTANA. THEY HAD TALKED ABOUT BASEBALL AND OLD TELEVISION 
COMEDY SHOWS THE ENTIRE WAY. 

A BLOOD TEST, HOWEVER, ADMINISTERED BY 
THE TELEVISION SHOW FROM WHOM SHE HAD 
DEMANDED HALFA MILLION DOLLARS FOR 
HER STORY, DISPROVED HER CLAIM. 

PREZ SIGHTINGS BECOME AS FREQUENT 
“G4 AS ELVIS SIGHTINGS. A WEEKLY WORLD 

“| NEWS SPECIAL EVEN CONCLUDED THAT 
THE TWOMEN WERE WORKING TOGETHER 
TO FIGHT CRIME, ALTHOUGH IT HAP NO 

THERE WERE OTHER 
RUMORS, OTHER STORIES, 
AS THE YEARS WENT BY; 
TALES OF MARVELS AND 

OF MIRACLES. 



THE STORIES OF 

THE DEATH OF GOME SAID HE WASKILLED DURINGA 
MRE AC OHAICE HOL-UP IN A CHICAGO BAKERY--A 
Wo cOnien HOLD-UP NOT FORMONEY, BUT FOR 

OCONTKA- WARM BREAU TO FEEV THE STARVING 
DICTORY AS THE STORIES OF HIS CHILDREN IN THE SNOW OUTSIDE . 

LATTER DAYS. 

ANOTHER TALE, CURRENTAT THE TIME, WAS THAT ONE 
NIGHT HE HAD RETURNED TO HIS HOME IN STEADFAST, 
AFTER AN ABSENCE OF OVER FIVE YEARS, AND WAS SHOT 
BY THE SECRET SERVICE MEN WHO STILL GUARDED HIS 

SOME PEOPLE SAID THE 
WOMAN WHO KILLEO HIS 
KATHY RETURNED TO 
FINISH OFF THE TASK 
SHE HAD BEGUN YEARS 

AND THESE PEOPLE KNEW THAT THE 
KILLER HAD IN HER TURN BEEN EXECUTED 
BUT STILL, THEY SAID, IT WAS HER. 

MANY SAID THEY HAD DREAMED 
OF PREZ, AVICTIMOF PNEUMO - 
NIA ANP STARVATION, ANONYMOLS- 
LY JOHN DOE-ING HIS WAY TO 
THE MORGUE AND FROM THERE 
JO THE CREMATORIUM. 



om nates are a a 

BEYOND ANYMANNER OF DousT 1S THar| NV PF , 1 Black, WAS NO LONGER PLACE, AN uf O 
Erna ener titeditteat tee ne SPOKENOF INN YOU WHOTHEY WORE THEM FOR THEY 

WOULD SAY, "FOR PREZ", ALTHOUGH NO 
| ONE COULD TELL YOU FOR SURE HOW 

SJ THEY KNEW HE WAS DEAD. 
\ 

- THERE WAS NOTHING © 
| ABOUT IT IN THE NEWS- 
PAPERS, NOWORD ON 

TELEVISION. 

STILL, ACROSS AMERICA, | 
THE FLAGS FLEW AT 
HALF-MAST, AND PEOPLE 
SPOKE IN HUSHED TONES. 

am |. ‘ LET US SAY 
AFTER IS HEARSAY, ‘= a . ; THAT IT 1S WHAT 
A MATTER OF PERSONAL Fee : BELIEVE HAPPENED 

S& BELIEF AND — TO PREZ RICKARD, 
IN REVELATION. : } AFTER HEDIED. 
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HANG ON. LOOK, THIS 
MAY BEA REALLY STUPID 

31 \. QUESTION, BUTAM 2.2 

UH-HUH. 
AS ADODO, 

sorry. it's VW 
JUST IVE MET FE 
SO MANY 
PEOPLE... 



YSOWHAT Y’OH, DIFFERENT = N 
HAPPENS. ) THINGS TO DIFFERENT 

PEOPLE. IT DEPENDS Sf 77” THERE'S SOMEONE WAITING ~~ 
WHO YOU ARE. { TOTALKTOYOU. HOSE PEOPLE 

A ro Ne A OVER THERE AREGOING TO 
TAKE YOU TO HiM. 

A . IY, 

WOW. THERE 
REALLY/SA 
WATCHMAKER , 

WELL, YOURE NS) 
KINDOFA SPECIAL 
CAGE, ANYWAY, / 

AND YOU NEVER GET 
TO LEARN WHAT HAPPENS 
yO ANYONE EL6E. 

I DON'T THINK THIS | [ HEY--Goop LUCK. I CAN'T 
| |GUYMADE THEWATCH,| | HELP THINKING,,, MAYBE 

PREZ. HE JUST RUNS I OUGHT TO.., 
THE LOCAL FRANCHISE. 

WELL. NEVER 
MIND. YOU'LL BE 
FINE, PREZ. 4 

AND IF THE 
WATCH HAS STOPPED, 
THEN YOU REPAIR 

IF YOU FIND A WATCH IN 
A DESERT, YOU DON'TASSUME 
IT WAS SPONTANEOUSLY 
CREATED. YOU FIGURE Some- 
ONE MADE IT. THAT THERES 

A WATCHMAKER. 



HELLO, PREZ 
RICKARD. 

WELL DONE, 
THOU GOOP ANP 
FAITHFUL SERVANT, S0 YOU GOT TOBE AND YOU'RE DEAD, 

PRESIDENT. WELL, INTO THE BARGAIN, YOU 
YOU SERVED YOUR HAVE TO BE ALIVE TO BE 
TWO TERMS, AN PRESIDENT. ONE OF 
THAT WAS THAT. THE RULES. 
NOW ITS BUSINESS 

AS USUAL. 

RIGHT. YOU'RE NOT THE 
WATCHMAKER. 

& THATGIRL WAS 

ZNEVER 
WORKED FOR 

P OF COURSE ‘ 
YOU WORKE?’ 

BOSS SMILEY. 
I RUN YOUR 

WORLP, 
] NOT HERE Any- \ 

MORE. SHE 
«Naat 

ARE OTHER 

YOU'VE GONE ORL 
AWAY FROM THE 
WORLD. YOU'RE I BELIEVE So, BECOMING A 60, 
MYTHICAL FIGURE, pe teal 4 oe 
PREZ. YOU'RE 
ALREADY A SYMBOL 
OF A MORE INNOCENT 



AND OTHER 
AMERICASZ 

SO THERES A 
WHOLE DESERT 
FILLED WITH 
BROKEN WATCHES? 

BOSS SMILEY. I DON'T THINK 
T/LL STAY AROUND AND SING 
HOSANNAS., I THINK I'LL 
BE GOING OFF TO 

SS LOOK ATAMERICAS, 

MUST BE ONE 
OF THEM NEEDS 
A PREZ, MUST 7 IL THINK THATGOES Ez 

WITHOUT SAYING. NOW, BEONE OF te : 

PREZ RICKARD, LET US 
DISCUSS IMPORTANT Di 
MATTERS. I THINK, TO 
BEGIN WITH, YOU SHOULD 
SIT ATMY RIGHT HAND, 
AND SING PRAISES. 

THIS IS MY WORLD. 
I RULEHERE. YOU 
HAVE NO POWER 
HERE. LEAVETHIS 
PLACE--NOW! 

YOU AREN'T 
GOING ANYWHERE. 
YOU'RE DEAD. YOU'RE 

He may 
go wherever 

he wants. 

F ( TWILL DESTROY 
Justone E BOTH OF YOU! 

dwithan... P 
interest... 
in tales. 

PRINCE OF / . 
THIS Prince of Stories. 

‘The boy is under Ye ‘ay he a 
on y my jurisdiction, Z ‘LG. : 

not yours. 

Come with me, 
Prez Rickard. 



CAA He would notbe 
DESTROY YOU. WHudtagi eam ce) 
HOPE I HAVEN'T Melua s ate 
GOTYOU INTO BEsi@arVAile) 
Magee fear of Boss 
TROUBLE. Smiley, And you 

areunder my 
protection. S- 

SO you ee 
need hot worry. \ 775), \ 

é \\) 
Y ies 2;\) 

~ 
d 

WLP 005, DOL 
OWE YOU ANY- 
THING, SIRZ 

You owe my sister thanks. She 
drew my attention to your 
situation. But, no. YouoweS’ 

me nothing. 

That 
atewa Fike 

where. 
need 

go. 

.’ I DON'T REALLY REMEMBER WHEN T WAS EIGHT DIDN'T DARE STARTON THIS WATCH, 
MY FATHER. WHEN I THINKOF I TOOK A BOOKON INSTEAD I PRACTICEDON ANOLO 

HIM, I REMEMBER HIS POCKET WATCHMAKING é \ WATCH-- MUST'VE TAKEN ITAPART 
WATCH, A HUGE, SILVER REPEATER OUT OF THE J AND PUT IT BACK TOGETHER 
THAT CHIME THE HOURS AND LIBRARY. A DOZEN TIMES. 
THE HALF HOURS. HELEFT \ 

IT TO MEWHEN HE DIED. AND THEN, 
ONE DAY, I 
REPAIRED DADS 
OLD WATCH. ITS 
BEEN RUNNING 
FINE EVERSINCE. 
ANDI HAD TO 

Y THERE WEREA LOOK AROUNP 
LOT OF TOOLST NEEDED) | For MORE 

THAT I DIDN'T HAVE. WATCHES TO 
J SAVED MY ALLOWANCE Lal 
FOR SIX MONTHS, AND 
TOOK A PAPER ROUTE 
TO GET THEMONEY 
FOR ASECONDHAND 
SET OF WATCHMAKING 

DIDN'T WORK, 
THOUGH. 



: : AND PREZ 
SIRZ I . RICKARD 
WANT You! ‘aaa WALKED 
TO HAVE THROUGH 

DREAM'S 
DOOR, AWAY 
FROM BOSS 
SMILEYS 
HEAVEN 
ANP OUT 
ACROSS 
THE WORLDS, 

: See “SOME SAY THAT HE STILL WALKS BETWEEN THE WORLDS, |r 
; ; TRAVELLING FROM AMERICA TO AMERICA, HELP TO THE : 

HELPLESS, A SHELTER FOR THE WEAK.” 

Se AND Z WALK THE WORLDS, \ ... FOLLOWING HIM, SEEKING 
WAITG TO BE BORN ONCE HIM, WALKING AHEAD,.,.__ 

MORE, ANP THAT THIS TIME 
HE WILL NOT COME JUST TO 
ONE AMERICA, BUT TO 

ALL OF THEM. 

Uh 
i 

| 
=A 

id 


