Mountain, Hill, Fell, and Crag

CHAPTER X VIII

Wild

The

A nghland

(Jentleman
By FRANCES PITT

We turn from a bird that haunts the tops of the hzghest mountains to a mammal that also

lives on and among the hills

but, whereas the ptarmigan does so from love of the mountains,

the Wild Cat has been driven into the hills by dire necessity, by persecution that has rendered
it an outlaw of the wilds, where 1t maintains itself despite the odds against 1it.

N days gone by the wild cat was often
I dubbed the British tiger. "L'his title was

well bestowed, for it 1s one of the most
savage and untamable of animals. It cannot

be domesticated.

Here is no Domestic Renegade

At this dogmatic statement 1 must pause
to point out that between the wild cat,
and a gone-wild cat, there is a great deal
of difference. A household cat that has
wandered off into the woods has little in

common with the fierce Highlander which

1s the subject of this chapter.
The placid lady, with charming manners,

who condescends to sit by our fireside and

to catch our mice, 1s no native of Europe,
still less of Britain. Her origin 1s a matter of
some mystery. The ancient Egyptians
honoured her, as we know ; she has points
of affinity with the Caflre cat of northern

Africa, and 1t 1s possible 1t represents herﬁ{ |
ancestral stock. At any rate, the domestic

cat was brought by the travellers of the
Middle Ages, into a Britain that had
hitherto known no cat but the untamable
savage which roamed 1its woods.

The wild cat is slightly larger than even
the best-fed and biggest of household pets,
and is a stouter-built animal.
on the leg, and 1ts tail, instead of tapering

of a rusty yellow-grey hue,

It is longer

It 1s invariably
its body
being vertically striped with dark lines,
while its tail is handsomely: ringed with

to a point, ends abruptly.

black.

The blotched type of tabby markings, so
common among domestic cats, 1s unknown
in the ranks of the wild cat, which varies
remarkably little in colour and pattern. It
is practically the same wherever met with,
whether in the Highlands of Scotland, or
the forests of central Europe. Scientists
consider that the Scottish race constitutes a
sub-species, but the distinctions are such as
are apparent only to specialists.

Yet, despite the constancy of its character-
istics, and its marked difference in behaviour
and general ways, 1t 1s dificult to find any

'consrderable structural gaps between the

111111

_Some writers have alleged that the intestines
- of the wild cat are twice the length of those

of the domestic cat ; others that the wild
cat has fewer caudal Vertebrw but neither

- assertion has any foundation in fact. I
~‘have..most carefully compared the tail-
“bones of these cats, and they are precisely
the same.

Even in the critical characters of
skull and teeth, 1t 1s impossible to say more

than that wild cat skulls tend to be on a

stronger and larger scale.
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The Romance of Nature

daunted when 1 made

. ' . | acquaintance with Beelzebina
_ . Princess of Devils.

She came to me from the
Highlands of Scotland, a half-
grown Kkitten that spat an
scratched 1n fiercest resent-
ment. Her pale green eye
glared savage hatred at human-
eings, and all attempts to
establish friendly relations with
her failed. She grew less afraid
but as her timidity departed
her savagery increased.

I excused my failure with

Beelzebina on the grounds
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THE WILD CAT—A YOUNG
FEMALE.

T'he wild cat is ever an untamable

savage, and that whether it be young

or old. 'This picture is of a half-

grown female kitten, but truly called
a wild cat.

Differences in Temperament

It 1s 1n the less tangible
but none the less vital. charac-

teristics of temper, tempera-

ment, and behaviour. that we
come to the true differences

between the two species.

Whereas the one i1s the most
amiable and friendly of

animals. the her 18- of
all wild creatures that most

irreconcilable to the human
race. =

It has long been stated that

the European wild cat is un-
tamable. There was a time

when I did not believe this

saying that there was no beast e 1 obyricht
which, 1f obtained young THE WILD CAT—AN OLD MALE.

enough would not become This is a fine old male wild cat, and a typical specimen of his
friend]y with those who cared untamable race. Note his broad head, surly expression and his

. o) i strong limbs. The wild cat 1s a more strongly built animal than the
fOI‘ lt. My Optlmlsm was domestic CAat.
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