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What does it take to make someone fall in love with a brand?
What makes a series of stories you heard in your childhood

memorable for you entire life, so much so that you want to

Think of The Chronicles of Narnia, The Lord of the Rings, Harry Potter. These

share them with your children once you become an adult?

brands settle into the hearts and memories of their audience and remain there.
Why? These brands are worlds. The possibilities within these worlds are vast,

yet there is a defined logic and structure to these alternate realities, making them
highly believable. Moving more inwardly, these worlds have limitless lands where

limitless types of beings and characters can live in them.
You see, it is not just the world that the audience loves, but mostly the characters
that live within them and the different, yet somehow similar trials they must face in

their lives.

We as the audience are fascinated to see our own

experiences told from a perspective that we’ve never
seen before. The love of these brands stems from
this juxtaposition of the familiar and the fantastic,
and the undeniable love of these stories and char-
acters, sometimes spanning across generations,
cannot happen without a vast, complete and

believable world.
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{continued}

This approach has been utilized for countless intel-
lectual properties, including Transformers and G.I.

Joe, with much success, but has fallen short when

attempted with girl properties. Perhaps this is because
the softer gentler nature of girl properties felt limiting
to those who would try. And all too often the worlds
created for girl properties are left vague, ambiguous
and generic. But I do not think this has to be so. A girl
world can be set up the in the same manner, it is the

intentions that must be different.

Rather than set the stage for epic, dramatic adventure stories like

the examples above, a girl world should set the stage for friendship, heart

and laughter as well as adventure--- adventure that is more fun and exciting than
dramatic and epic, but adventure nonetheless. With only that alternate inten-
tion, the same strong history, mythology, back story and even the alternate logic
and physics of an alternate world will serve the same purpose to endear you to

the characters and make the stories memorable.

This is a proposal for the world of My Little Pony, and the stories and characters
that live within it.
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y Little Pony is a show

about friendship, magic

and adventure told with
a strong sense of fun
and character-based humor, meaning that
the humor is derived from the personalities
and interactions of the characters. Sure,
there are plenty of visual gags, light slapstick
humor, and plenty of silliness to go around,
but even these sorts of laughs come from
something about the characters.

We focus on 6 young female ponies

who have a maturity level from 10 through

15 and their relationships with one another
in the little pony village they live in, and the
light hearted adventures they have beyond
their village in the vast, magical world
beyond. They are the best of friends despite
their diffe ences and they face challenges,
joys and emotions like human girls their
age. The only difference is that their experi-
ences happen in a world of fantasy and
magic with an appeaing “ponyesque” twist!
Though the show is primarily a comedy
about friendships and reltionships, it is not

unusual to learn an important lesson, get

your heart strings tugged upon or find your-
self on the edge of your seat! Now, before
we get into these funny, sometimes heart-

warming, sometimes exciting stories.

Let me set the stage.....
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he world of My Little Pony is not completely unlike ours. The sky
is blue, the grass is green, plants grow and animals abound, but it is

by the mere fact alone that colorful talking ponies are living in it, a
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magical world. And in this world, the ponies live in their own realm,
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the land of Equestria (taken from the word are also reminiscent of a corral. There are

“equestrian,” which means “of or relatingto  elements of their towns and villages that are

horseback riding.”) Here, our little ponies like equestrian centers, or ranches. Even
live similarly to us. They care for their their food markets seem a little like feed
homes and families, have important re- stores. Their clothing (when they choose to

sponsibilities or even jobs, they spend time wear it, for their colorful pony coats keeps
with friends, they run errands, shop and eat  them plenty warm and covered) are half

and just generally deal with the day-to-day fashion wear, half tack. Though they live

tasks of living-- only every aspect of their and act like people, everything they have
lives has something “pony-esque” about it. and everything they do has some sort ot
Their houses are homes with elements of a pony “theme” to it.

stable thrown in. Their yards are lawns, but
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Though the realm of Equestria is vast, My
Little Pony takes place primarily in the pony
village of Ponyville. Moderately populated by
several dozen or so pony families, Fillydelphia
is a quaint township surrounded by mostly
meadows and pony farms, where Earth ponies
cultivate the ponies’ favorite foods: carrots,

oats, hay, sugar for sugar cubes and the sweet
treat Fillydelphia is famous for, APPLES!!!

Though Ponyville is a simple village, there is
often a lot of bustle at the town square. Pony

farmers strap on whimsical carts to sell their

PONUVILLE

wares along the dirt roads. Shopkeeper ponies
welcome customers to buy their country arts
and crafts. Stemming from it’s apple producing
roots, Ponyville’s town square has become what
you may call a bit of a tourist trap. Ponies from
neighboring towns and cities visit to shop for
fresh fruit and vegetables, unique merchandise
and to witness special events at the Fillydelphia
Stable Center Sports Arena and Show Ring.
There they can witness all sorts of entertament
from pony sport competitions (jumping, dres-
sage, rodeo and racing) to pony plays and

musicals.

Still, outside of the growing activity of the town
square, Ponyville is quiet town, and the further
you get from the center of town, the more and
more rural it becomes. Beyond the fields of
the pony farms, you find beautiful untouched
meadows, and further still, the breathtaking
Ever Free Forest, a mysterious but beauti-

ful area in Equestria where the plants grow
entirely on their own (a normal thing to us but

an amazing thing to ponies!)

And it is the village of Ponyville that 6 particu-

lar pony friends call home.
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But one very important feature of the shine on the meadow and they have plenty
ponies lives is very, very different from of sweet grass to eat. They’ve been doing
ours. Ponies must endeavor to make their this for thousands of years and their lives
world live. The sun rises in the land of and culture have all grown from this neces-
My Little Pony, but the little ponies have sity. It seems like a lot of work, but I assure
to MAKE it rise. They have to make the you, it is second nature to them and they
rain fall, they have to make the plants and have very full social lives outside of their
forests grow, they have to usher in the responsibilities to their world. In fact, this
spring so that the baby animals (and baby special responsibility to nature afford them
ponies for that matter) can be born. They some of their greatest joys, as all of their
make the leaves fall in the autumn so that holidays, festivals and special events stem
the trees can grow new ones in the spring. from seasonal duties.

They move the clouds so that the sun may
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You would be hard and elders, and they live in homes and ponies are born without a cutie mark

pressed to find someone little towns. What is most distinguish- and do not see their mark magically ap-

¥ who dido’t have at least able about the ponies are their Cutie pear until they truly know who they are
a Clu s to what a My Little Pony is. Marks: the meaningtul illustrations and find their place in life. The mani-
We all know them as brightly colored that ado n their flanks A pony’s cutie festation of a pony’s cutie mark is one of
miniature horses with a cute stub- mark is extremely important, for they the most important parts of her life: a
biness reminiscent of Welsh Ponies. are symbolic of each pony’s individual- coming-of-age, and is joytully celebrated
They are not only sentient, but speak ity and serve as a personal symbol that like a sweet-sixteen, quinceniera or bat
and live lives simila to we humans defines each one’s unique character, mitzvah.
There are males and females, babies passions and ambitions. In fact, baby _Y.
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