Thread by @khodazat: "I'm going to be posting some excerpts
from the Hideki Anno/Yoshiyuki Tomino interview from the Char’
Counterattack Fan Club Book. For refer [...]1"

I'm going to be posting some excerpts from the Hideki Anno/Yoshiyuki Tomino
interview from the Char's Counterattack Fan Club Book.

For reference, the book (released in 1993) was basically a doujinshi put together by Hideaki
Anno. Beyond the Tomino interview...
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...it compiles statements on the film by industry members like Toshio Suzuki, Mamoru Oshii,
Haruhiko Mikimoto, Masami Yuki and many more.

It's rare and expensive (ranges from $200-500 for a copy) so I haven't read any of it beyond
the Tomino interview that was posted online.

Also the interview is REALLY LONG so I'm only going to post the excerpts that interest me,
not the whole thing.

Okay, so with all that out of the way, here's the first excerpt.

Anno: So, you know, | really love Char’s Counterattack.

Tomino: (bewildered) Oh, thank you.

Anno: | was part of the staff, but even though | looked over all the storyboards, the first time |
saw it | didn’t really get it. It wasn't until | experienced working as a director in the industry that |
felt like | understood.

Oguro: It turns out a lot of industry people enjoyed Char’s Counterattack. We made this book
because we wanted to gather their opinions into one place.

Tomino: (laughs) | believe you’re being sincere. | know you’re not just flattering me, I’'m grateful,
but... really? | hadn’t heard that at all, that it was so liked.

Anno: | find it strange you didn’t get any positive feedback. When it was playing in theaters,
Yamaga, I1zubuchi and | were so excited over it, we even wanted to start a fan club. But | guess
besides us, the reception was pretty quiet. It didn’t get a ton of coverage in anime magazines,
not many books were released... | still find it strange you didn’t heard anything at all, though.

Anno is VERY SERIOUS about CCA.

Anno: If | were going to put it into admittedly grandiose terms... (very seriously) | conside:
Char’s Counterattack a cultural heirloom for future generations.

Tomino: Wow.

Everyone: (laughs)

Tomino: Speaking as the creator, on the contrary, | don’t think it’s that big a deal.
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Tomino: | had a discussion with Oshii-san for a feature in Animage three months ago. He
complimented to film, but | figured he was just buttering me up, so | just ignored it.

Anno: No, apparently Oshii-san really likes it. He’s not the sort of person to praise others lightly.
Tomino: | know. But I’'m older than him, so | figured he was trying to be respectful of his elders.
Anno: Oshii-san isn’t so sly (laughs).

Inoue: He’s not that put together as a person.

Then they all start sounding off on Porco Rosso/Miyazaki.

Ogura: Usually he’s very critical of other people’s works. Did you hear what he had to say about
Porco Rosso?

Anno: Oh, I'm critical of Porco Rosso, myself.

Tomino: What was wrong with Porco?

Anno: As a picture, nothing. But because | know Miyazaki-san personally, | can’t view it
objectively. His presence in the film is too conspicuous, it's no good. In other words... it feels like
he’s showing off.

Tomino: How so?

Anno: He has the main character act all self-deprecating, calling himself a pig... but then puts
him in a bright red plane, has him smoking all cool-like, even creates a love triangle between a
cute young thing and a sexy older lady.

Tomino: Ha! | see what you mean. He and | are around the same age, though. So | get how he
feels, unconditionally. So | may think, “Oh boy...” but | can’t stay mad at him (laughs).

Anno gets a little too into talking about underpants, and Tomino of all people has to check hir

Anno: From my point of view, he’s being very presumptuous. Tomino-san, you put so much of
yourself into your works, it is like you’re dancing naked in them. | like that! (balls fists) In Miya-
san’s recent works, he makes you think he’s dancing naked... but on second glance, you realize
he’s still wearing underpants. (getting carried away) | hate that! | feel like shouting: “Take it all
off!” (getting really carried away) And to add insult to injury... he’s wearing fancy underpants!
Tomino: You don’t beat around the bush. We get it, we get it already.

Anno: (shrinking) Excuse me.

It would be Anno and Tomino to accuse someone of not being self-masturbatory enough...

Tomino: | do get what you mean, and | don’t mean to play devil’s advocate for Miyazaki, but...
generally speaking, that’s just how you get when you age. It’s the same for me, surely. That was
my first time hearing it put so frankly... but you get what | mean already. It does feel nice letting
it all hang out, waving your dick around. That’s how movies ought to be!

Anno: Yes, | agree. | don't like it when people try to obscure themselves like that. If you're
gonna wave your dick around, wave it all around! If you don’t have the guts to do that, then wear
the best clothing you can.

Tomino: Right... Dress yourself to the nines!

Anno: Commit yourself to putting on a show. He couldn’t do that. | felt betrayed. Like, this guy
isn’t really naked!

One last excerpt till later.

Anno: | love the stark nakedness of vour work. .. thouah it miaht make the viewers feel















