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PREFACE

The Initial Impetus for this thesis came from a
suggestion by Prof. Karl Deutsch, my thesls supervisor,
that | look more closely at the prediction of national
assimilation and political mobilization, by use of the
Deutsch-Solow model; his comments have been of major
help to me with all the empirical work on nationalism,
and in revising the original structures of Chapters (V)
and (VI1). The earlier work reported in section (ii) of
Chapter (VI) was carried out under his supervision and
support, through a research project funded by the
Cambridge Project. | have been surprised more than
once by the sensitivity and receptiveness of his
intuition, in suggesting areas of research which looked
unworkable at first but which led in the end to useful
and surprising innovations. The opinions expressed in
Chapter (V), however, remain my own responsibility,
particularly in their more bull-headed aspects.

Professor Mosteller, in the Harvard Statistics
Department, has helped by introducing me to current
work on robust estimation, by suggesting the use of
simulation tests, and by monitoring the general content
of the first four chapters. Professors Anderson and

Bossert, of the Committee on Applied Mathematics, and
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Professor Dempster, of the Harvard Statfistics
Department, have helped me to find a more orderly way
of presenting the mathematical Ideas here, help which
was sorely needed in the summer of 1973. To the
Cambridge Project, and its sponsors at ARPA, must be
given thanks, not only for all the computer time used
in this research and in its documentation, but also for
the opportunity to translate some of these ideas from
theory into operational systems without the extensive
delays more common in such research; without their
support, this research could never have been brought to
a state final enough to allow Its continuation.

The personal and financial conditions which led to
the completion of this thesis were rather complex, and
debts are owed to more individuals than should properly
be cited here. Certainly | have a strong debt to my
parents in this respect; a debt to Richard Ney, whose
{deas on the stock market financed a large part of my
activity in this period; a moral debt to Prof. Nazlli
Choucri, of M.1.T., who, in a brief discussion in the
spring of 1973, encouraged me to continue this work; a
debt to a colleague, Gopal Krishna, for helping me see
more clearly that the psychological hurdles | faced at
first were not totally unique; a debt to Dr. Karreman,

of the Bockus Research Institute, who, in one of those
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1960's programs to encourage high school students,
connected with the Moore School of Electronics at the
University of Pennsylvania, got me started asking
questions about the phenomenon of intelligence,
questions which led me to the dynamic feedback concept,

which was applied only later to formal statistics.
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